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Ford, Trudeau reassure 


Canadia 


Ontario 


— 


Welcome to the new normal. 

Fears and uncertainty over the COVID-19 
Coronavirus have led to steep stock market 
drops, panic buying and isolation as residents in 
Peel and beyond struggle to comprehend the im- 
mediate impact on the local economy and their 
own health. 

As confirmed cases of COVID-19 increase, 
workplaces around the world are encouraging 
employees to isolate themselves. However, in the 
age of the working economy, vacation is simply 
not an option for some workers. 

The spread of the virus is breaking new ground 
in the relationship between employers and their 
workers, where both sides are trying to resolve 
their outbreak rights and obligations. 

Less than a day after the World Health Organ- 
ization (WHO) declared COVID-19 as a global 
pandemic, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau an- 
nounced that Canada would close its borders to 
non-Canadian citizens and permanent residents 
-- one of a series of "increasingly aggressive 
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Queen’s Park on Mar. 13, 2020. (Submitted) 


steps" the government is taking to curb the 
spread of the virus. Speaking to reporters from 
Rideau Cottage in Ottawa, Trudeau said Canada 
is taking “increasingly aggressive steps” and will 
be closing its borders to people who are not 
Canadian citizens or permanent residents of 
Canada. 

“(These) are exceptional circumstances calling 
for exceptional measures,” said Trudeau, speak- 
ing outside Rideau College in Ottawa, referring 
to similar steps taken by other countries as they 
seek to gain an upper hand on the virus' spread. 
However, American citizens are exempt from the 
current border restrictions. 

On Wednesday, the federal government said 
that $27 billion in aid will be set aside to directly 
support Canadian workers, and the businesses 
that employ them. 12 million low income to mod- 
est income families will get a onetime special 
payment of the GST credit of an additional $400 
for individuals and $600 for couples. 


Continued on Pg 4 
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Updated Peel Food Bank Hours 
Novel Coronavirus COVID-19 


Did you know we have a map that helps 
people find community food programs? 


The Peel Food Map is an interactive 
web map that allows residents 
and social service agencies to 
access information about food 
programs and organizations, 
in Brampton, Caledon 

and Mississauga, sorted by 
categories and locations. 


Alton, 


To support residents through 
covid-19, food bank and community 
food program hours have been updated. 

Please use the food map to check updated 


hours peelregion.ca/foodmap. 
Food programs on the map include: 


e breakfast programs 
® community meal programs (soup kitchen) 
¢ food banks 


e food pantries 


The Peel Food Map is a resource supported by the Peel Hunger 
Relief Network (PHRN). 


For more information on the Peel Hunger Relief Network, please 


visit peelhungerreliefnetwork.ca. 


Please call 211 if you can’t access the online food map. 


working with you CDS-0543 20/03 
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Local auto plants dim as temp shutdown begins 


by Alex Gregory 


Fiat Chrysler’s 
Brampton Assembly 
auto plant is one of 
several manufactur- 
ers that will be shut- 
ting down for the 
next two weeks in re- 
sponse to the COVID- 
19 outbreak, the 
company confirmed 
Wednesday evening. 

The automaker is 
one of several manu- 
facturers, along with 
General Motors and 
Ford, that will tem- 
porarily close all of 
their plants across 
North America as 
they seek to limit the 
spread of the virus. 

"We have been tak- 
ing extraordinary 
precautions around 
the world to keep our 
plant environments 
safe, and recent de- 
velopments in North 
America make it clear 
this is the right thing 
to do now," said GM 
CEO and president 
Mary Barra Wednes- 
day evening in a 
statement, as the 
company will begin a 
“systematic” suspen- 


sion of their produc- 
tion lines through 
Mar. 30 before tran- 
sitioning to an evalu- 


ation model held 
biweekly. 

While Fiat 
Chrysler’s production 


wind-down wasn’t of- 
ficially confirmed as 
of press time, the 
auto manufacturer 
operates three plants 
throughout Ontario, 
including the Bramp- 
ton location, the 
Windsor Assembly 
Plant and Etobicoke 
Casting, which pro- 
duce various models 
of Chrysler vehicles, 
including the Chal- 
lenger and Charger 
models. 

Ford will wind 
down its manufac- 
turering for the next 
two weeks after the 
conclusion of shifts 
held Thursday (Mar. 
19), running through 
Mar. 30. 

In a_ statement, 
Ford representatives 
also indicated that 
the company’s U.S. 
plans would also in- 


volvework alongside 
the United Auto 
Workers union to 
restart factories 
within the next few 
weeks, as well as re- 
search additional 
procedures to pre- 
vent the spread of the 
virus. 


Ford _ previously 


shuttered a Michigan 
auto plant after a 


= "aa — 
ehicles roll off:the-assembly line.at, Ford’s manufacturing plant in Oakville, 


worker was con- 
firmed to have the 
COVID-19  Coron- 
avirus. A Fiat 
Chrysler plant in 
Michigan was also 
closed due to com- 
plaints regarding ex- 
posure to the virus, as 
a worker who had not 
attended the plant for 
a week also tested 
positive for the virus. 


Around 150,000 
workers are expected 
to be impacted by the 
temporary closures, 
and will receive un- 
employment benefits 
and supplemental 
pay during the two 
week period. 

At least one other 
auto manufacturer, 
Honda Motor Com- 
pany, said Wednes- 


day that it would 
close its North Amer- 
ican manufacturing 
facilities for one 
week, while Toyota 
said earlier this week 
that it would be clos- 
ing two ofits Ontario- 
based plants for 
“thorough cleaning” 
on Mar. 23 & 24. 


ell 
one of several throughout the 


province that.will shut down for two weeks, a (PWN File Photo) 


Two more Peel COVID-19 cases confirmed; 24 total in region 


by Alex Gregory 


Two more cases of 
the COVID-19 Coro- 
navirus were con- 
firmed on 
Wednesday, bringing 
the region’s current 
count to 24 cases. 

The news comes as 
Peel Region issued a 
“state of emergency” 
notice on the same 
day, backed by Re- 
gional Chair Nando 
Tannicca and interim 
medical officer of 
health Dr. Lawrence 
Loh. 

“We're — working 
with Caledon, 
Brampton and Mis- 
sissauga to ensure we 
are all protected dur- 
ing this time,” said 
Iannicca, who ex- 
plained that the 
emergency status will 
allow the region to 
exercise all options 
available to protect 
residents’ health and 
safety. 

"Declaring an 
emergency is an im- 
portant step in slow- 
ing the spread of 
COVID-19 and pro- 


tecting the residents, 
businesses and em- 
ployees in Peel,” Ian- 
nicca said. 

The declaration fol- 
lows a series of esca- 
lating reports in the 
region, as emergency 
centres were acti- 
vated in all three mu- 
nicipalities and 
special provisions 
were made to allow 
for 24-hour delivery 
to stores to ensure 
that food and critical 
supplies are kept 
stocked. 

Wednesday’s_ con- 
firmed cases include 
a woman in her 60s 
who acquired the 
virus through close 
contact, and a manin 
his 20s who acquired 
the virus through 
travel and close con- 
tact. 

A single confirmed 
case in Peel was 
pending further in- 
vestigation, as of late 
Wednesday. In total, 
nine people’ in 
Brampto, two in 
Caledon and 12 in 


Mississauga have 
tested positive for the 
virus. 

Earlier this week, 
Westjet revealed that 
three three inbound 
flights from Costa 
Rica and New 
Brunswick to Pear- 


son __ International 
Airport between Mar. 
7-9 had individuals 
who _ subsequently 


tested positive for the 
virus. 

It is currently un- 
known how many 
people were exposed 


to the virus. Westjet 
issued a statement 
Tuesday urging pas- 
sengers on the 
WS3440, WS2643 
and WS2644 flights 
are advised to self- 
isolate for the next 14 
days, as they could be 


at risk of exposure. 

If you develop 
symptoms, please 
call Peel Public 
Health at 905-799- 
7700. If you require 
emergency medical 
assistance, please call 
11. 
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safety amid COVID-19 fears 


Continued from Pg 1 


The announcement 
also follows an aid 
package approved by 
the feds last week, 
which includes funding 
for medical supplies, 
testing, and public edu- 
cation, waives the one- 
week waiting period to 
apply for employment 
insurance, and modi- 
fies Service Canada's 
work-share program 
for companies with em- 
ployees working from 
home. 

Trudeau urged Cana- 
dians abroad to return 
home while it's still pos- 
sible. "Let me be clear. 
If you're abroad, it's 
time for you to come 
home. If you've just ar- 
rived, it's time to self- 
isolate for 14 days." 

All Canadians should 
stay at home as much 
as Pn he contin- 
ued. "By staying at 
home, you can not only 
protect your health and 
the health of others, but 
also ensure that our 
health professionals 
and health systems can 
focus on helping those 
who need it." 

Employers will be 
looking to know what 
their rights and obliga- 
tions are in a pandemic. 
At the same time, em- 
ee will want to 

ow what ongoing 
rotections they can 
egally demand from 
their bosses. Everyone 
needs to better under- 
stand what is allowed 
and required in the face 
of this unprecedented 
public health crisis. 

As confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 increase, 
workplaces — around 
Canada and the world 
are encouraging em- 
ployees to isolate them- 


selves. However, in the 
current economy where 
flexible jobs are com- 
monplace and compa- 
nies tend to hire 
independent contrac- 
tors and freelancers in- 
stead of full-time 
employees, extended 
leave is simply not an 
option for some work- 
ers. 

The coronavirus 
could force one resi- 
dent, Gurvinder Virdi, 
to make a _ difficult 
choice between wages 
and health. Virdi works 
for a printing company 
in Brampton and be- 
came the sole income 
earner in her family 
after her husband was 
injured in a car accident 
15 years ago. 

“I live paycheck to 
paycheck, and we have 
two young kids,” says 
Virdi, 42. “We hardly 
even manage to pay our 
mortgage and bills on 
tim e ” 


Virdi says her em- 
ployer has told staff the 
company could close 
down if things get 
worse. 

“T am okay with it be- 
cause it's something to 
do with health and 
safety,” said  Virdi. 
However, if she’s laid 
off, Virdi says it’s un- 
likely her company will 
provide additional fi- 
nancial assistance - 
which means she will 
have to rely on employ- 
ment insurance. 

Employment insur- 
ance in Canada covers 
approximately 55 per 
cent of insurable earn- 
ings. Virdi worries that 
won't be enough to 
make ends meet for her 
family. 

To put this into per- 
spective, Virdi went 
over her household ex- 


penses with Peel 
Weekly News. 

“To be honest, I need 
at least $5,000 monthly 
to pay all the bills and 
mortgage, as my hus- 
band is on disability. 
With kids, the Canada 
Child Benefit and his 
disability payments, it's 
hard to survive, unless 
the government freezes 
few-month mortgages 
and hydro bills, which 
will be the most signifi- 
cant relief.” 

Virdi is looking to the 
government for help to 
stay afloat in this diffi- 
cult time. 

On Wednesday, the 
federal government 
said that $27 billion 
dollars of aid will be set 
aside to directly support 
Canadian workers, and 
the businesses that em- 
ploy them. $12 million 
will be earmarked for 
low-to-modest income 
families, who will can 
also apply for a one- 
time GST credit of an 
additional $400 for in- 
dividuals and $600 for 
couples. 

Finance Minister Bill 
Morneau said Wednes- 
day that the aid package 
will also assist people in 
the “gig economy” who 
don’t have access to 
employment insurance. 
This Emergency Sup- 
port Benefit will pro- 
vide up to $450 a week 
for freelancers who 
have to quarantine or 
look after someone who 
is sick. 

The Canadian Mort- 
gage and Housing Cor- 
poration is also 
assisting homeowners 
who are experiencing 
financial difficulty by 
offering tools for mort- 
gage payment deferrals, 
loan re-amortization 
and other measures. 


Ontario Premier 
Doug Ford said his gov- 
ernment is drafting leg- 
islation that would 
remove the require- 
ment for employees to 
provide sick notes if 
they have to go into 
self-isolation or quar- 
antine. 

“Our government is 
protecting workers so 
they can focus on their 
own health, and the 
health of their families 
and communities, 
without fear of losing 
their jobs,” said Pre- 
mier Ford earlier in the 
week. 

The Ontario govern- 
ment declared a state of 
emergency on Mar. 17, 
giving itself the power 
to use every measure 
possible to protect the 
health and safety of in- 
dividuals and families. 


Gurvinder 


Ipalities boost 


Restaurants, cafes and 
bars were ordered to 
close, and provide take- 
out and delivery serv- 
ices only. 

The latest national 
COVID-19 figures show 
nearly 569 confirmed 
cases in Canada. One 
third of the cases are in 
Ontario. As of Mar. 18, 
according to the Public 
Health Agency of 
Canada, nine deaths 
from the coronavirus 
have been recorded. 

Roads and _ streets 
were largely conges- 
tion-free on Wednes- 
day morning, while its 
malls were empty. As 
more people practice 
social distancing during 
this pandemic, it will be 
important to insure the 
economic fallout does- 
n't increase as well. 


irdi (PWN Staff Photo) 


Witnesses sought in trio of neighbourhood shootings 


Investigators are 
continuing to look 
for leads and eye- 
witnesses in con- 
nection with a trio 
of shootings that 


rocked a issis- 
sauga neighbour- 
hood earlier this 
year. 

12 Division’s 


Criminal Investiga- 
tion Bureau said it 
1s continuing to 
ursue leads in re- 
ation to the Jan. 


19, 29 and 30 
shooting incidents 
at Acorn Place in 
Mississauga. . 
On Jan. 19, multi- 
ple gunshots rang 
out around 11:23 
p-m. in the rear 
parking lot of 85 
Acorn Place. A vic- 
tim at the scene did 
not sustain any 
physical injuries, 
while one or more 
suspects fled the 
scene in a vehicle. 


On _ Jan. 29, 
around 1:10 a.m., 
several unshots 
were fired outside 
of 120 Acorn Place, 
striking a vehicle 
and a nearby build- 


ing. 

There were no in- 
juries sustained to 
anyone as a result 
of this shooting. 
The suspect(s 
were seen fleeing 
the area in a vehi- 
cle. 


—o- 


On — Jan. 30, 
around 12:50 a.m. 
gunshots were fire 
again near 85 
Acorn Place. There 
were no injuries to 
anyone as a result. 
The suspect(s) 
were seen fleeing 
the area in a vehi- 
cle. . 

Investigators be- 
lieve that the in- 
volved suspect 
vehicles are of a 
different make and 


model and are con- 
tinuing to investi- 
gate if these 
shootings are con- 
nected, Police are 
appealing to any- 
one who may have 
information in rela- 
tion to any of these 
incidents to contact 
investigators with 
the 12 Division 
Criminal Investiga- 


tion Bureau at 
(905) 453-2121, 
ext. 1233. 
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There is no question 
anywhere - it’s time 
for a change. 

The COVID-19 Coro- 
navirus has put society 
on its heels, with gov- 
ernments, entire busi- 
ness sectors and 
communities backing 
up on their heels as 
they struggle to make 
sense of a world where 
the “new norm” in- 
volves constant vigi- 
lance and_ proper 
hygiene. 

The Coronavirus has 
spread to most coun- 
tries worldwide. As of 
Mar. 14, the World 
Health Organization 
had registered 148,654 
coronavirus cases, of 
which 5.547 have died 
in 149 countries out of 
195. The numbers are 
ticking up every 
minute and_ every 
hour. 

Proper hygiene and a 
hand sanitizer are 
both vital to prevent- 
ing this epidemic. A 
face mask should also 
be considered to avoid 
some contact when in 
crowded areas. 

Washing or sanitiz- 
ing of hands is impor- 
tant to contain the 


I 


To prevent the virus, it’s time for us to change 
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spread of the virus. 

Residents should 
also try to exercise 
more vigilant habits 
about where they eat 
at restaurants and 
purchase food from, 
especially in crowded 
supermarkets. 

Homemade food 
should also be a prior- 
ity. Besides, you and 
your family can eat 
healthier and save 
money by taking into 
account the following: 

- The use of fruits 
rich in Vitamin C, such 
as gooseberry, lemon, 
quinoa and oranges. 
Seasonal fruits like 
pomegranate should 
also be used. 

- Take a bottle of 
water with you every 
time you leave home. 
When there is suffi- 
cient water, the mois- 
ture inside and outside 
the contractile muscle 
cells can provide suffi- 
cient nutrients and ef- 
fectively remove 
waste, thereby achiev- 
ing better perform- 
ance. Water is also 
important for lubricat- 
ing joints. 

- Avoid outside food. 
Bad oil and unhealthy 
eating can lead to in- 
fections. 

The infection ap- 
pears to have a direct 
impact on the immune 
system, causing the 
use of antibiotics, 
which will further re- 


duce immunity. 

When possible, try to 
avoid rubbing or 
scratching your face. 
It’s often an uncon- 
scious reaction when 
we start rubbing our 
nose or eyes. Some- 
times we do not wash 
our hands _ properly 
after going to the toilet 
or bathroom. 

When we get on the 
bus, train, or taxi day 
and night, we sit on 
the seat and touch 
handles, surfaces and 
seats. If we have any 
food handy in our 
bags, we start to eat 
without washing our 
hands. 

Food-related work- 
ers, doctors, surgeons, 
chemists, shopkeep- 
ers, and others who 
have person-to-person 
contact also need to 
clean their hands with 
water and soap several 
times a day. We 
should all get into the 
habit of washing our 
hands with soap sev- 
eral times a day to pre- 
vent the virus. 

Otherwise, every- 
thing we touch on our 
hands contains germs; 
these germs can prove 
to be distressing for 
us. 

Washing hands is a 
good habit to live a 
healthy life and avoid 
illness in general. Var- 
ious studies reveal that 
many people still do 


not find it necessary to 
wash their hands. 

Children should be 
given information on 
the subject of hand 
sanitizer. Not only are 
the risks of their ill- 
ness less when using 
it, but they will also in- 
crease their ability to 
learn. If you haven't 
been thinking about 
this topic regularly, 
think again. 

The common symp- 
toms of COVID-19 are 
as follows: 

1. The throat will be 
infected first, so it will 
feel dry for three-to- 
four days. 

2. The virus will then 
mix with the nasal 
fluid and drip into the 
trachea and into the 
lungs, causing pneu- 
monia. This process 
takes about five-to-six 
days. 

3. When suffering 
from pneumonia, high 
fever and dyspnea may 
occur. Nasal conges- 
tion is not like the nor- 
mal type. You will feel 
submerged in_ the 
water. If you feel this 
way, consult a doctor 
immediately. 

To prevent the virus 
as much as possible, it 
is important to prac- 
tice the following 
habits: 

1. The most common 
method of infection is 
touching things in 
public, so you should 


wash your hands fre- 
quently. The virus can 
only survive on your 
hands for five-to-tem 
minutes, but within 
that time, you may 
wipe your eyes, cover 
your nose without re- 
alizing it, or acciden- 
tally put your fingers 
in your mouth, which 
can and does happen. 

2. In addition to 
washing your hands 
frequently, you can 
also rinse your mouth 
with Betadine Sore 
Throat to remove or 
reduce bacteria that 
was still in your throat 
before the virus fell 
into your lungs. 

Washing your hands 
reduces the risk of 
many illnesses, includ- 
ing diarrhea and pneu- 
monia. 

Each year, 1.7 mil- 
lion children die from 
various diseases. Ac- 
cording to the Centers 
for Disease of Control 
and Prevention, wash- 
ing hands and drying 
eliminates up to 20 
per cent of the risk of 


developing respiratory 
infections. 
Many bacterial 


strains can only be 
seen through a micro- 
scope. We cannot see 
them with the naked 
eye. Germs like bacte- 
ria and viruses are all 
around us. 

The toothbrush and 
the cell phone that 


give birth to these bac- 
teria move from one 
hand to the other. 
Cleaning hands also 
reduces the risk of 
such germs spreading 
and diseases. 

We are well aware 
that hand hygiene is of 
the utmost importance 
in the prevention of 
skin diseases. In dis- 
eases such as measles, 
measles, itching and 
eczema, hands should 
be thoroughly washed 
with clean water and 
soap. 

Hepatitis-A is an in- 
fection in the liver that 
can be caused by eat- 
ing contaminated food 
or water, or through 
direct contact with an 
infected person. 
Washing hands thor- 
oughly helps prevent 
infection and spread of 
the virus. 

To avoid contami- 
nated water and food- 
borne illnesses, wash 


your hands thoroughly 
before eating any- 
thing. 


With clean hands, 
you can prevent infec- 
tion, in addition to 
keeping the environ- 
ment around you clean 
so that others do not 
get infected. 

Remember - we're 
all in this together, 
and we'll make _ it 
through. 


THE 26TH ANNUAL -MISSISSAUGA ARTS AWARDS - POSTPONED 


TALE 
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CONFEDERATION OF GREATER TORONTO 
CHINESE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 


KS th 3 th a 


SUPPORT OUR BUSINESS COMMUNITY 


Campaign Period : 
2 round trip economy class air tickets where 
14/2/2020 - 31/3/2020 Air Canada flies by Air Canada 
; N. -) 
a $500 gift cards and more . 
Visit and spend in any eanad case 
participating shops during the 
Campaign period and get a —. 


lucky draw ticket to win. 
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Coronavirus fears call for 
reassurance in tough times 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


2002 to 2004 was 
the SARS outbreak. 
Now again in 2020, 
we have the COVID- 
19 coronavirus out- 
break. 

What is this teach- 
ing us? Is it teaching 
us we are all con- 
nected? Is it time for 
a radical shift? 

No matter where it 
started, we are all af- 
fected. So often we 
think that we are safe 
and no matter what 
happens in another 
country, we will not 
be affected. Really? 

As much as we 
have the internet, 
and we can contact 
anyone or limit our- 
selves to what or who 
we contact, this 
doesn’t ask for per- 
mission. 

What started in 
China has spread to 
the whole planet, 
and it started from 
animals. We are con- 
nected to our ani- 
mals also. We are all 
on this planet. The 
air creates the funnel 
for the virus to flow 
to different places 
and people. 

One thing I am 
noticing is that dif- 
ferent research com- 
panies, universities, 
and hospitals are 
working together to 
get the answer. They 
are starting to talk to 
each other and even 
learn from each 
other. Any sort of 
perceptions are 
being thrown out the 
window to protect 
what is here. It is the 
way it should be. We 
are here to work to- 
gether and any dis- 
coveries should help 
the other. We are not 


immune. The World 
Health Organization 
is learning to be 
stronger and to be 
connected to more 
organizations and 
medical people for 
help. 

People are finding 
out that no matter 
where you are, you 
are susceptible. 
Whether you are ina 
country or a ship, 
you are susceptible. 

Countries now 
have to arrange to 
give ships a place to 
land even if it isn’t 
their people. We are 
opening up our bor- 
ders to give safety or 
a place to go. Even 
the problems we nor- 
mally have are quiet- 
ing. A virus is more 
powerful than ha- 
tred. 

Sports and big 
events are being 
called off to ensure 
safety from the 
spread of the virus. 
People who normally 
work at helping to 
put on these events 
are now being ac- 
knowledged, so how 
are they going to 
overcome the desti- 
tution of not having a 
pay cheque during 
this time? How are 
they going to man- 


age? 
Sport celebrities 
have an _ ongoing 


salary, but not them. 
It is good to see they 
are calling off events 
to protect the people 
in the larger gather- 
ings. 

San and all other 
events will find an- 
other day, and they 
will be given a 
chance to reestablish 
themselves in the fu- 


ture. They will sur- 
vive. 

Oil companies are 
lowering their gas 
prices and not con- 
sidering the high 
profit margin. The 
stock market has 
been floundering 
and will need to re- 
cover. Why is money 
being put to the test 
because of this virus? 
Everything hurts. 

People are dying all 
over the world. 
Some countries’ 
leaders are doing the 
right thing, but some 
are possibly inca- 
pable of knowing 
what to do. 

This is a challenge 
they didn’t expect or 
have experience in. 
Now they show their 
capabilities and com- 
passion. Will they 
learn from it? Will 
we? 

Our Canadian 
Prime Minister and 
his wife have gone 
into isolation be- 
cause of her, and this 
shows no matter who 
you are, you are sus- 
ceptible. He is lead- 
ing our country, and 
so are his citizens. It 
gives us more of an 
insight into who we 
are. We are a country 
who protects our 
own. 

In these times, we 
learn so much about 
ourselves and the 
world out there. The 
virus is just a way of 
reminding us that we 
are all connected and 
all the same — no 
matter the race, reli- 
gion or colour. 
Learn the lesson and 
let it stay with you. 

Keep healthy - and 
we will all overcome. 


Mar. 19, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 7 


Support being given to businesses 
during shutdown 


by Mississauga Board of Trade - Special 


The World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
has declared an inter- 
national pandemic 
regarding the Coron- 
avirus and COVID- 
19. 

The Government of 
Canada has recog- 
nized this as a signif- 
icant health issue and 
cautions Canadians 
to take the appropri- 
ate steps to avoid 
contracting the virus 
which causes 
COVID-19 ,and to 
seek medical treat- 
ment and quarantine 
if and when neces- 
sary. 
The Government of 
Canada has _ estab- 
lished a program to 
help both businesses 
and workers during 
this time. To find out 
more about this pro- 
gram, please visit the 
program website at 
pm.ge.ca/en/news/n 
ews - re - 
leases/2020/03/11/p 
rime-minister-out- 
lines-canadas-covid- 
19-response. 

The Mississauga 
Board of ‘Trade 
(MBOT) is working 
with the Canadian 
Chamber of Com- 
merce (CCC) to pro- 
vide advice and 
support to businesses 
about the COVID-19 
epidemic. 

The CCC has estab- 
lished a Pandemic 
Preparedness _ for 
Business Program 
along with a number 
of valuable tools for 
business. This can be 
accessed at cham- 
ber.ca/resources/pan 
demic-prepared- 


+ 


M, 
a 


ness/. 

While businesses 
are free to set their 
own policies as it re- 
lates to sick leave, 
compensation and 
benefits and related 
issues so long as they 
comply with any fed- 
eral or _ provincial 
laws and regulations, 
many businesses are 
having employees 
work from home, 
avoid attending large 
events and taking 
preventative health 
measures. 

The Region of Peel 
Health Department 
is the local health 
agency providing ad- 
vice and support and 
working with both 
the federal and 
provincial public 
health agencies. 

Peel Public Health 
is the best place to 
gain valuable and up 
to date information 
about COVID19 as it 
relates to our local 
community. Please 
go to 
peelregion.ca/coron- 
avirus/#cases for in- 
formation and links 
to the Public Health 
Agency of Canada. 

Peel Region re- 
mains a lowrisk area, 
however we should 
employ the necessary 
precautions to keep 
our employees and 
customers safe. As of 
Mar. 12, 2020 — 2:00 
PM, Peel Region 
Health reported six 
confirmed cases of 
Corona Virus and no 
deaths. Two cases 
were presented to 
Trillium Health Part- 
ners in Mississauga, 


MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 


three were presented 
to Brampton Civic 
Hospital and one was 
presented out of hos- 
pital. 

COVID-19 is the 
disease caused by the 
Coronavirus. The 
virus was named due 
to it’s shape under an 
electron microscope. 
It forms the shape of 
a crown, hence the 
name Corona, which 
is Latin for crown. 
The name COVID-19 
is the code for this 
particular disease. 
CO & VI stands for 
Coronavirus, the D 
means disease and 
the number 19 de- 
notes the year of dis- 
covery. 

The Mississauga 
Board of Trade will 
remain open to serve 
our clients and mem- 
bers, with limited 
staff on site. All 
MBOT staff are avail- 
able by phone and 
email as the majority 
of the team will work 
remotely. 

All MBOT events 
for the remainder of 
March have been 
canceled. 

All committee 
meetings will be con- 
ducted virtually by 
conference call 
and/or Go To Meet- 
ing link until further 
notice. 

Our April events 
are being resched- 
uled except for Mem- 
bership Matters and 
Good Morning Mis- 
sissauga, which have 
been canceled. We 
anticipate resuming 
normal operations by 
the end of Apr. 2020. 


° 


PDN March 19, 2020 Layout 1 3/19/2020 2:21 AM Page 8 o 


Mar. 19, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 8 


PEEL REGIONAL 


All Peel Regional Police Divisions 


PeelPolice.ca To further assist in preventing the transmission of COVID-19, all Peel 
Regional Police Divisions are closed for non-emergency services until 
further notice. 


COV] D - 1 Q Individuals needing to report a collision, call 905-453-3311 and request to 


speak to the front desk to file a collision report. You will be asked a series of 
screening questions related to COVID-19 to ensure the safety of our 
employees, an officer will then meet you outside of the Division. 


Coronavirus 


Your patience and understanding during these times is appreciated. 


@PeelPolice To file an online report visit PeelPolice.ca/Reportit 


Oviedo 


MORTGAGES AT 5 Years 
MA ESTIC ixed 2.99% | Var 2.5 % 
rel ahaee LOWEST RATE miutasi a 
> Business Loans / Commercial Mortgage 


> Refinance / Debt Consolidation 

> Self Employed / Low Income 

» New Immigrants No Credit 

= Bad Credit / Bankruptcy Discharged 


BANK REFUSED? | CAN HELP! 


Hee OND 647-228-1000 


Info@MajesticMortgage.ca www.MajesticMortgage.ca 


OAC, E&OE (Rates subject to change) conditions apply FSCO# 12386 
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ING TECH CAREERS. 
ORMING LIVES. 


sp” Apply. Train. Hired. 


Job Training - Certification - Professional Skills - Life Skills - Job Placement 


18-29 years old? Begin your tech career by 
completing our Junior IT Analyst Program 
in only 15 weeks. 


Program is fully funded (no-cost) for accepted applicants. 


APPLY NOW! Training Starts May 2020 
www.npowercanada.ca/youth 


Scan for Info Important Information: 
[a] nr ty [a] Monday to Friday - May 18 - August 28, 2020 
os i! Location: Suite 138, 75 Watline Avenue, Mississauga 


Contact: Jamal Brooks - 647-327-3999 or 
Sheryll Smith - 416-579-1646 
sheryll.smith@npowercanada.ca 
www.npowercanada.ca/youth 
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Income, not health, driving Coronavirus fears 


Surjit Singh 


A recession is often 
the result of a num- 
ber of factors 
bundling up and 
causing havoc in the 
economy. The 
COVID-19  Coron- 
avirus is certainly 
shaping up to be one 
of those factors. 

The virus has 
caused an extreme 
disruption in the 
supply chain from 
the East, as countries 
like China, South 
Korea, India and 
Vietnam have strug- 
gled to deal with the 
virus. As of Mar. 13, 
more than 138,000 
cases were reported 
across 120-plus 


* Volunteer 
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countries, with ap- 
proximately 5,082 
deaths. That number 
has only spiked sig- 
nificantly since then. 

In Canada, busi- 
nesses, schools and 
public centres are 
being locked down. 
People are getting in- 
creasingly panicked 
and fearful, looking 
to get enough food 


their 
freezers 
items as they strug- 
gle to keep up with 
the string of stories 
pronouncing 
major 
ment after another. 
The keywords are 
epidemic, pandemic, 
worldwide, spread, 
depression, massive 
death, fear and re- 


This disrupts the 
flow of consumer 
goods and parts that 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 


are being used in 
Canadian manufac- 
turing. The next 
thing that will occur 
are layoffs in manu- 
facturing, logistics, 
and retail across 
Canada. The layoffs 
derive from arrears 
in bank cards and 
mortgages, accom- 
panied by a tighten- 
ing of credit. Credit 
card limits will be re- 
duced, mortgage 
loans will be frozen, 
then those same 
loans will be used up, 
etc. 

This will contribute 
to foreclosures as 
well, along with the 
bankruptcies of pri- 
vate companies and 
smaller businesses. 

Simultaneously, 
the currency markets 
are shrinking, result- 
ing in margin calls 
from the wealthiest 
companies, which 


need to sell their 
stocks to cover the 
calls, further acceler- 
ating the market- 
place crash. 

Economic values. 
This is one way to 
enter a recession. It 
has only just begun. 

Behind economic 
systems are key 
questions about 
human nature, how 
people behave, and 
what's right for hu- 
mans. Economics is 
not only about 
money and people. It 
really is philosophi- 
cal, too. 

However, the ques- 
tion is being raised 
by many Canadians, 
especially those that 
live on the edge of 
the poverty line. Sur- 
viving paycheque to 
paycheque, with 
most of them hardly 
even surviving after 
even getting supple- 
mental income from 
payday loan shops. 

As businesses are 
locking down, Prime 
Minister Justin 
Trudeau announced 
last Wednesday that 
the one-week waiting 
period for employ- 
ment insurance sick- 
ness benefits will be 
lifted for individuals 
who are in quaran- 
tine or self-isolation, 
at the price of $5 mil- 
lion. 

If the businesses, 


THE COMPASS 


HHEKHEHE 


factories and ware- 
houses are closed for 
three-to-four weeks 
or even more, EI re- 
cipients will only get 
60-65 per cents per 
dollar from their 
paycheque. These in- 
dividuals usually 
have little-to-no sav- 
ings and, as I said, 
are living on the edge 
of the poverty line. 

How they'll have 
the ability to pay 
monthly hydro bills, 
mortgages, high auto 
insurances and more 
is anyone's guess. 

For many, 'strug- 
gling days' could in- 
clude living off baked 
beans and rice, living 
without pay and liv- 
ing on the edge of the 
poverty line. 

People are already 
panicked. We are 
starting to see fight 
over the toilet paper 
rolls, and huge lines 
up at shopping cen- 
tres. 

The concern with 
getting infected or 
losing their own lives 
or that of their family 
members is trump- 
ing everything else. 

These days due to 
the Coronavirus, for 
many individuals, it 
has been a journey in 
and of itself. 

Manjit Kaur, who 
works in a Missis- 
sauga | warehouse 
and has two chil- 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w @ CompassFoodBank 


dren, is less con- 
cerned about the 
virus and more con- 
cerned about how 
she'll pay her house 
mortgage, auto in- 
surance, and hydro 
bills as the business 
hits lockdown due to 
virus. 

Her worries aren't 
a "false alarm". She's 
totally right. If the 
lockdown is continu- 
ous, there is little 
hope that the major- 
ity of the population 
will afford all of their 
regular § expenses 
with next-to-no in- 
come. They'll lose 
everything. 

Many people won't 
have any money un- 
less they are eligible 
for sick pay from 
their employer; how- 
ever, the question is 
for how long? 

Also, if they have 
indeed lost that in- 
come, no person is 
going through the 
procedure of actually 
paying their bills for 
them. 

In this Coronavirus 
crisis, these busi- 
nesses also have to 
understand the cir- 
cumstances and the 
governments. 

They need to least 
give a one-month 
grace period to pro- 
vide some relief to 
the citizens. 
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Peel Matters: Can social shade be healed after school review? 


by Catherine Soplet 


On Dec. 8, 2019, I 
navigated my way with 
difficulty to the hearing 
room where advisers 
appointed by the On- 
tario Ministry of Edu- 
cation were reviewing 
Peel District School 
Board ‘santi-equity is- 
sues - with a focus on 
anti-Black Racism. 

The signage at the 
YMCA in Brampton 
was insufficient to di- 
rect the public to the 
hearing room. 

I had been contacted 
urgently with a request 
that I attend at my ear- 
liest convenience. Of 
interest were my cre- 
dentials as a Member of 
the Community Advi- 
sory Group to the On- 
tario Human Rights 
Commission. 

Full disclosure: To 
the world, cosmetically 
I am seen to embody 
white privilege as a 
married, middle-aged 
plump Caucasian 
woman with clear skin 
and decent teeth. 

Reality check: Genet- 
ically blessed with clear 
skin and decent teeth. 
However, since the age 
of 18, I have lived expe- 
rience of bouts of 
poverty. 

As an adult, while 
married, I have been an 
unpaid caregiver for 
three disabled adults 
and four special needs 
children. 

The advisers told me 
that I was not to name 
identifiable people or 
specifics which could 
attribute a complaint. 


Then, it seemed, they 
wanted dirt on specific 
individuals, their ac- 
tions and a timeline of 
events. 

I told advisers what 
they did not want to 
hear. 

I told them that the 
registered volume of 
complaints from the 
Black community indi- 
cated that -- finally -- 
credence was given to 
voices that had always 
been raised to combat 
injustice. 

Furthermore, I pro- 
vided a map to show 
that the context of anti- 
Black racism went be- 
yond systemic values 
embodied by institu- 
tions. 

That context came 
into sharp focus after 
the results of the review 
were published earlier 
this month, which 
showed systemic issues 
facing Black students in 
the region. 

Here’s_ a_ thought, 
though: does this have 
anything to do with the 
shade they live in? 

The built form which 
maps the tree canopy in 
Peel Region can draw a 
link between residents 
of low tree canopy 
areas, lower well-being 
and higher incidents of 
crime, as mapped by 
Forestry staff of City of 
Mississauga. 

From 2016 StatsCan 
data, the same low tree 
canopy areas inter- 
sected the geography of 
low income and high 
poverty, and the resi- 


dency of recent immi- 
grants to Canada. 

Knowing the racial- 
ized face of poverty and 
immigration, the advis- 
ers were stunned to un- 
derstand the geography 
of anti-Black racism in 
the Region of Peel. 

The Ontario Ministry 
of Education has no ju- 
risdiction in the Official 
Plan of any municipal- 
ity, even though the 
quality of public educa- 
tion schools is a driving 
factor for municipali- 
ties to attract global tal- 
ent and foster business 
investments in the cur- 
rent global knowledge 
economy. 

However, none of the 
29 recommendations 
from the Review ad- 
dress the current 
ecosystem which 
causes inequity, and es- 
pecially Anti-Black 
racism in Peel schools. 

The shortcoming on 
the recommendations 
is not necessarily the 
fault of the advisers, 
nor Peel District School 
Board nor its critics. 

The fault of the re- 
view recommendations 
lies with the Ministry of 
Education not attribut- 
ing its true influence 
upon public school 
boards and municipal 
and regional politics to 
affect the life of resi- 
dents, employers of 
residents, and policing 
of residents. 

The embedded disre- 
gard of Ontario govern- 
ment in conducting its 
review was revealed in 


its deficient signage for 
Jan. 15 hearings held at 
Mississauga City Hall - 
Committee Room C. 

In an ironic recollec- 
tion of the federal 2019 
blackface scandal of 
Justin Trudeau, the 
sign for the hearings- 
barely covered a sign 
for artists hired for the 
Mississauga Mayor's 
New Years Levee. 

On the same day, at 
Mississauga General 
Council, a question was 
raised to City Staff that 
planning for affordable 
housing should be 
linked to linking the re- 
mediation of the tree 
canopy where new 
builds were targeted for 
known low tree canopy 
areas. 

The proposed remedy 
to plant tree specimens 
for climate change re- 
search, in identified 
low tree canopy areas 
in Mississauga and 
Brampton, is pending 
federal approval of a 
proposal at Canadian 
Heritage. 

In my interview, ad- 
visers into Peel DSB 
Review acknowledged 
that a hands-on STEM 
curriculum (Science, 
Technology, Engineer- 
ing / Environment and 
Math) offered in pri- 
mary school grades 
could lead to student 
pathways in higher 
order secondary school 
specialist skills pro- 
grams and trades pro- 
grams. 

Environmental _ cli- 
mate change research 


can not only lead to 
more beautiful shaded 
landscape in _ high 
needs areas, but also 
prepare students for 
more promising aca- 
demic pathways and 
future local jobs in life 
sciences including 
pharmacy, and appren- 
ticeship. 

The question is 
whether we can afford 
the trajectory of 5-8 
years to build it out. 

On the same day as 
Mississauga Mayor 


Bonnie Crombie deliv- 
ered her State of the 
City Address, which 
called for citybuilding 
to include environmen- 
tal elements, the Mis- 
sissauga 


Board of 


Trade called for action 
from its corporate 
members to join in the 
One Million Trees pro- 
gram to rehabilitate 
Mississauga's tree 
canopy. Regardless of 
the recommendations 
put forward by a 
sloppy, fraught review, 
the residents of Peel 
have charted an inclu- 
sive trajectory for cli- 
mate change research, 
hands-on STEM skills 
for students, and future 
high skills jobs for local 
students. 

When business and 
education sectors align 
for betterment of all, 
racism is both a moot 
and mute point. 


Brampton man under arrest after shooting 


A 20 year-old Brampton 
resident is under arrest 
incident 
olice have 


after a shootin 
last week, Peel 
revealed. 


slim, in his early twenties 

wearing dark clothing and 

wearing a face covering. 
Less than an hour later, 


St. Catherines man busted after house 
party in Mississauga 


Investigators from 11 Divi- 
sion’s Criminal Investigations 


matic handgun was seized. 
23 year-old Joshua Shirley, of 


The event stems from a 
collision that occurred on 
Mar. 13 around 9:30 
a.m.in the Bovaird Drive 
East. and Main Street 
North area. ; 

Investigators attendin 
the scene discovered a sil- 
ver vehicle that had been 
reported as stolen, and 
later discovered that the 
vehicle was involved in the 
collision and two suspects 
fled from the scene on 
foot.. 

Police later located and 
arrested one of the sus- 
pects that had fled. The 
second male involved re- 
mains outstanding, and is 
described as male, Black, 


police located a vehicle 
with several bullet holes in 
it in the James Potter 
Road and Queen Street 
West area, and was linked 
to the same stolen vehicle 
involved in the collision. 
20 year-old Tyson Henry 
of Brampton, was charged 
with multiple offences, 1n- 
cluding, failure to stop 
Possessing an Bae 
irearm and eceag iS- 
charging a weapon. He ap- 
peared in Brampton court 
on Mar. 14 to answer to the 
charges. _— 
Residents with informa- 
tion roaune the case are 
asked to call Peel Police at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 2233. 


Bureau seized a loaded firearm 
while investigating a house 
party in Mississauga this past 
weekend. 

On Saturday, Mar. 15, around 
6:10 a.m., police responded to a 
residence located in the area of 
Huntingfield Drive and Glenn 
Hawthorne Boulevard in the 
City of Mississauga for 
reports of person with a 
firearm. 

A subsequent investi- 
gation revealed that an 
altercation occurred at a 
house party at which 
point, a firearm was 
seen. There was no evi- 
dence that a firearm had 
been discharged and no 
reports of any injuries 
being sustained. 

A loaded, semi-auto- 


St. Catharines, was charged 
with possessing a_ loaded 
firearm, two counts of failing to 
comply with a release order, 
and possessing a weapon for a 
dangerous purpose. 

He appeared in Brampton 
court on Mar. 14 for a bail hear- 
ing. 


A call for peace and calm at a pivotal moment 


Alex 
Gregory 


Afamous expres- 


sion states, “May 
your live in interest- 
ing times.” 


We're certainly not 
lacking in interest. 

The fears over 
COVID-19 and _ its 
current and yet unre- 
alized impacts on our 
health and the econ- 
omy have con- 
tributed to a culture 
of panic and fear, 
with people stum- 
bling around in a 
daze as they try to 
cope with this new 
set of circumstances 
with respect and dig- 
nity for others. 

This moment, with 
the country more-or- 
less placed in a hiber- 
nation state for the 
next two weeks, has 
also allowed my col- 
leagues and I to ex- 
amine the role of this 
publication and our 
outreach towards the 
community. 

Frankly speaking, 
no one knows where 
we're going to end up 
at the end of this. 


People are cur- 
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rently lining up in 
droves to secure es- 
sential supplies as 
they self-quarantine, 


while others are 
forced to put them- 
selves at risk in 


thankless roles in 
order to continue 
earning money to 
feed their families. 

There is no ques- 
tion that an informed 
public is a safer pub- 
lic. My publisher, 
Peter Whitaker (who 
is currently over- 
seas), my colleagues 
and I have sought to 
provide fair coverage 
to various entities, 
politicians and major 
events within Peel 
Region. 

We haven’t always 
succeeded, and I will 
be the first to tell you 
that, but I have con- 
tinued to be im- 
mensely proud of 
what we’ve accom- 
plished and our fu- 
ture direction. 

In fact, part of the 
reason why my col- 
leagues and I have 
pushed so heavily for 
a return to print is 
due to the impact 
and positive re- 
sponse we've seen 
from the community. 

Last week, our 
issue covering the 


PEEL REGIONAL 


POLICE 


PeelPolice.ca 


@PeelPolice 


Oviedo 


initial responses to 
the COVID-19 out- 
break was distrib- 
uted to limited 
markets, and we plan 
to spool up our oper- 
ations going forward 
and seek public feed- 
back to ensure that 
as many viewpoints 
as possible are heard. 

It may seem ironic 
to you, but I didn’t 
originally plan to join 
this publication. I 
had doubts about 
whether I was ready 
to rejoin an industry 
that had been contin- 
ually battered - and 
continues to be bat- 
tered, regardless of 
the current world sit- 
uation. 

Yet, I did it, and 
worked to build this 
paper’s reputation, 
along with others, as 
one where people 
could turn to for 
what is essentially a 
snapshot of Peel Re- 
gion each and every 
week. 

Yes, these are try- 
ing times, and yes, it 
may just get worse 
before it gets better, 
but it WILL get bet- 
ter. 

I have far too much 
faith and confidence 
in the strength of our 
civic institutions, our 


local businesses - 
and really, our popu- 
lation in Peel - to 
think we could just 
descend into para- 
noia, apathy and an- 
archy over a virus. 

Many of us will de- 
fine ourselves by how 
we conduct our busi- 
nesses over these 
next few critical days 
and weeks. 

Order continues to 
be seen in busy retail 
stores, as hoarding is 
discouraged (if not 


outright banned), 
seniors are being 
given designated 


shopping hours and 
lineups are progress- 
ing orderly as people 
pick up critical sup- 


plies to support their 
families. 

Overseas, front-line 
doctors in Italy are 
being pushed to the 
breaking point as 
they treat hundreds 
of cases - and yet, 
they continue to treat 
others with dignity 
and professionalism 
that should serve as a 
model to others. 

Others are banding 
together to provide 
moral, financial and 
physical support in 
times of need, with 
volunteers rallying to 
put together canned 
food packages for the 
less-fortunate in our 
community and re- 
gion. 


CLOSED 


Square One — 100 City Centre Dr, Mississauga 
Cassie Campbell — 1050 Sandalwood Pkwy W, Brampton 


To report online, visit PeelPolice.ca. 


This situation will 
force us to tap into 
our inner strength - 
but I believe we can 
all do it together, re- 
gardless of what in- 
dustry we’re in, what 
our background is or 
what our future di- 
rection may be. 

Our commitment 
to you, the reader, is 
to continue to pro- 
vide balanced cover- 
age as we navigate 
through these turbu- 
lent waters. We want 
your commitment to 
us to be - look after 
each other, be civil 
and kind, and look 
forward to the future. 

Well make it 
through this. 


To further assist in preventing transmission of COVID-19, 
the following community stations are closed immediately: 


Our four divisions will remain open at this time, but we 
encourage everyone to consider online reporting if that 
option is available to you. 
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With the onset of the COVID-19 
outbreak and its continuing impact 
on Peel Region, local governments 
have made significant short-term 
changes to the way each city oper- 
ates. 

The following changes in service 
levels are in effect for the following 
municipalities: 


Brampton: 


- All city facilities, including City 
Hall, Recreation and Community 
Centres, Performing Arts Venues, 
and Brampton Library branches 
will be closed through Apr. 5. Three 
Task Force groups have been acti- 
vated to coordinate access to infor- 
mation and share resources, as it 
relates to Economic Support, Sen- 
iors' Services and Social Support. 

Residents looking to coordinate 
with any of these task force groups 
are asked to email the city at 
Covidigbusiness@brampton.ca, 
Covidigsupport@brampton.ca or 
Covidigseniors@brampton.ca. 

- While the City has not declared 
an official emergency on COVID- 
19, Brampton’s Emergency Man- 
agement Office has activated the 
City of Brampton Emergency Re- 
sponse Plan at a Level 2, which en- 
ables a more rapid response to 
dedicating specific resources to 
prevention and containment. 

- All city-run events taking place 
through Apr. 5 are cancelled. All 
community events taking place in 
City facilities will also be cancelled 
during this period. 

- March Break programming is 
cancelled. Additionally, Recreation 
programming is cancelled through 
Apr. 5. Full refunds will be pro- 
vided. For more information, email 
recconnects@brampton.ca. 

- All City Council, Committee of 
Council and Committee of Adjust- 
ment meetings are cancelled 
through Apr. 5. 

- All events scheduled at per- 
forming arts venues, including The 
Rose Theatre, are cancelled or 
postponed through Apr. 5. Per- 
forming Arts venues are closed to 
the public until April 5, 2020. 

- Critical services, including Fire 
and Emergency Services, Bramp- 
ton Transit, Traffic Services, By- 
Law Enforcement, Road 
Operations, Security Services, An- 
imal Services and POA Courts will 
continue to operate as normal. The 
city has also increased frequency of 
cleaning and disinfecting hard sur- 
faces and seats in buses, facilities 
and terminals. 

- Peel Memorial's COVID-19 As- 
sessment Centre is continuing to 
screen and assess those who are ex- 
periencing possible symptoms of 
the virus. The Osler Assessment 
Centre is not a walk-in clinic. As- 
sessment Centre Hours are from 10 
am to 8 pm, seven days a week. 

This facility is located in a self- 
contained area at Peel Memorial 


and does not impact other patients 
who are attending the Urgent Care 
Centre or outpatient services at the 


site. 

"The City of Brampton supports 
any action needed to flatten the 
curve of COVID-19 and protect the 
health of our community, our 
province, and our country," said 
Mayor Patrick Brown. 

"The City of Brampton will con- 
tinue to support the public by pro- 
viding essential and _ critical 
services vital to day-to-day life in- 
cluding transit, fire and emergency 
services, and by-law and enforce- 
ment that ensures emergency serv- 
ice access across the City. The City 
is committed to keeping Brampton 
residents informed and will con- 
tinue to provide more information 
about the City’s response to 
COVID-19 as it becomes available.” 


Caledon: 


- The Town has declared a State 
of Emergency, and has activated its 
Emergency Operation Centre in 
order to make any necessary 
changes to operations, programs or 
service levels. The Town will con- 
tinue to provide updates about any 
service level adjustments as 
needed. 

Services will continue to be pro- 
vided through Service Caledon 
(phone or email) at (905) 584- 
2272, ext. 7750 or 
info@caledon.ca. The service runs 
Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m. and through the caledon.ca 
website. 

- Building inspections will be 
conducted for vacant properties 
only. Inspections of occupied 
dwellings can be scheduled for 
dates following Apr. 5 (subject to 
change). For more information, 
visit caledon.ca/building. 

Additionally, new building per- 
mit applications are not being ac- 
cepted, but applications already 
submitted will continue to be 
processed. 

- Municipal Law Enforcement 
will attend to urgent, high-priority 
calls. 

- All recreation facilities and com- 
munity centres will be closed. 
March Break camps, registered 
programs, and rentals will be can- 
celled. Refunds will be issued auto- 
matically by the Town. 
Memberships will be suspended 
and extended for the duration of 
the closure. Residents are still able 
to register for programs and book 
facility rentals for events occurring 
after Apr. 5. 

- All branches of the Caledon Li- 
brary System will be closed. Resi- 
dents are encouraged to delay 
returning borrowed materials until 
regular services resume. Overdue 
fines will not be incurred during 
this time. On-line materials includ- 
ing e-books and streaming materi- 
als can be accessed via the Caledon 
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City Closures and COVID-19 Impacts in Peel 


Public Library website. 

- Several regular and planning 
meetings in Caledon have been 
cancelled, including the Kennedy 
Road Revitalization public meeting 
(Mar. 23), General and Planning 
Committee meetings (Mar. 24), 
16054 and 16060 Airport Road 
public meeting (Mar. 24), Fire- 
works By-law Open House (Mar. 
24), Procedural By-law Committee 
(Mar. 25), Stormwater Manage- 
ment Special Council Meeting 
(Mar. 31) and Town Council (Mar. 
31). 

- All Provincial Offences Act mat- 
ters scheduled through and includ- 
ing Apr. 3 will be adjourned and 
rescheduled to a later date. For 
more information, visit the Ontario 
Court of Justice or call the Provin- 
cial Offences Administration in 
Caledon at (905) 584-2273. 

- Financial claims will continue to 
be adjudicated. Anyone wishing to 
submit a claim can do so online at 
caledon.ca/riskmanagment. 

- Town Hall, community centres, 
recreation centres and all other 
Town offices and buildings are 
closed to the public. This an- 
nouncement applies to Town Hall 
(6311 Old Church Road), Caledon 
Fire and Emergency Services ad- 
ministration offices (6211 Old 
Church Road) and the Caledon An- 
imal Shelter (12889 Coleraine 
Drive). 

- A full burn ban is in effect. This 
ban applies to all agricultural, 
recreational and open air fires. 
Residents are advised to check for 
updates either online at burnper- 
mits.caledon.ca or by calling the 
burn status hotline (905) 584- 
2272, ext. 4343. Violations will re- 
sult in a minimum fine of $245. 

- Several public engagement op- 
portunities related to the Future 
Caledon - Official Plan Review have 
been cancelled, including the Mar. 
26 event at Caledon Village Li- 
brary, Mar. 28 event at Caledon 
Equestrian Park, and Apr. 2 event 
at Caledon East Fire Hall 303. For 
additional updates, visit 
future.caledon.ca. 

- Parking passes can still be ob- 
tained online at caledon.ca/park- 
ingpass. 

- Fire and emergency services, 
road operations, priority by-law 
enforcement, animal control and 
other services that ensure the 
safety and security of its residents 
across the Town will continue to be 
provided. 

- Tax payments can still be made 
without having to visit Town Hall: 
through online banking, by credit 
card (online), by mail or by the 
drop box located outside Town 
Hall. For more information, visit 
caledon.ca/tax. 

“Our goal is to flatten the curve,” 
said Mayor Allan Thompson. “Now 
is the time to act to contain the 
COVID-19 pandemic and protect 
the integrity of our health care sys- 


—o- 


tem. Following the province’s dec- 
laration of a state of emergency, we 
are acting out of an abundance of 
caution. Even though Town Hall 
will be closed to the public, we will 
do our utmost to continue provid- 
ing services to the public — by 
phone, by email, through online 
services — whatever it takes.” 


Mississauga: 


- In Mississauga, a number of 
city-operated facilities will be 
closed to the public until Apr. 5, in- 
cluding active living centres, are- 
nas, community centres, fitness 
centres, indoor pools, libraries, the 
Living Arts Centre, Meadowvale 
Theatre, Mississauga Seniors’ Cen- 
tre, museums (Benares and 
Bradley), outdoor rinks (Burn- 
hamthorpe, Celebration Square, 
Woodhurst), the Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre, offices at the River- 
wood Convervancy and the Small 
Arms Inspection Building. 

All programs and events at these 
locations within the designated 
time period have been cancelled. 
All volunteer shifts have been can- 
celled effective immediately until 
Apr. 5. 

- A Special Council Meeting is 
scheduled for 1 p.m. in City Hall 
(no public admitted) on Mar. 19 to 
pass several measures related to 
Council governance and continuity 
during the outbreak. 

- MiWay will continue to provide 
regular service, along with en- 
hanced microbial cleaning of 
buses. 

- Fire and Emergency Services 
will continue to operate normal 
service. 

- All city programs and activities 
will be cancelled through Apr. 5, in- 
cluding March break programs and 
activities. 

- Most major sports teams and 
leagues have suspended activities 
and programs. 

- Mississauga’s Emergency Oper- 
ations Centre has been activated, 
with staff meeting regularly to 
monitor, develop and implement 
response measures as the situation 
evolves. To learn about the latest 
updates on actions taken by the 
city, visit mississauga.ca/coron- 
avirus. 

- Mississauga's Provincial Of- 
fences Courthouse (950 Burn- 
hamthorpe Road West) will be 
closed until further notice. 

“Given the rise of cases of 
COVID-19 here at home and 
around the world, we are taking 
pro-active measures as a City to en- 
sure the health and safety of our 
residents,” said Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. “We will continue to pro- 
vide updates to residents as they 
become available. We ask for your 
patience and understanding. To- 
gether, we will rise to the challenge 
as a City, a province and a nation to 
overcome this.” 
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Local Events and Businesses Impacted by COVID-19 


Continued from Pg 1 


Hospitals across the 
region will postpone 
elective and non-emer- 
gency surgeries in an 
effort to decrease the 
flow of patients into 
local hospitals, and in- 
crease capacity and re- 
sources as_ hospitals 
respond to the virus. 

Patients with surger- 
ies booked through 
Apr. 3 at various sites 
will be impacted and 
are currently being no- 
tified. 

Bars, restaurants and 
food _ establishments 
will also be limited to 
take-out/delivery and 
curbside pickup service 
after recommendations 
from both Peel Public 
Health and the 
province, which went 
into effect on Tuesday. 

While many restau- 
rants, bars and food es- 
tablishments have 
already taken the civic- 
minded step to volun- 
tarily change how they 
do business to protect 
Peel residents, any 
business in Peel that 
chooses to defy either 
the Province’s or Peel 
Public Health’s recom- 
mendations will be 
subject to orders under 
the Health Protection 
and Promotion Act. 

Several business or- 
ganizations throughout 
the region have also 


been impacted by the 
outbreak: 

- The Brampton 
Board of Trade (36 
Queen Street East, Unit 
#101) will be postpon- 
ing "in-person" sched- 
uled events through to 
the end of April, includ- 
ing the Brampton In- 
novation Network, 
Business After Hours, 
Federal Issues Forum, 
Connectwork, and the 
first seminar scheduled 
as part of the Business 
Insight Series. The 
Brampton Board of 
Trade Business Excel- 
lence Awards have 
been rescheduled for 
Oct. 20. 

In-person meetings 
will be transitioned to 
conference calls or 
other technologies 
where possible. Tickets 
purchased for events 
through the end of 
April will be honoured 
for rescheduled dates. 
For more information, 
please contact 
admin @bramptonbot.c 
om or 905-451-1122. 

- The Brampton En- 
trepreneur Centre (41 
George Street South) 
will be closed until Apr. 
5 inclusive, including 
all workshops and sem- 
inars. 

- Credit Valley Con- 
servation's public and 
private school pro- 
gramming is cancelled 
until Apr. 5. The 


Friends of the Credit 
Conservation Awards, 
previously scheduled 
for Mar. 26, has also 
been postponed. CVC 
Administration Offices 
in Mississauga (1255 
Old Derry Road) and 
Caledon (the Warwick 
Conservation Centre, 
15526 Heart Lake 
Road) are closed until 
further notice. 

All essential services, 
including CVC’s Flood 
Forecasting and Warn- 
ing operations, remain 
active. Trails within 
Terra Cotta and Island 
Lake Conservation 
Areas will remain open, 
while all public, com- 
munity and corporate 
programming and 
events scheduled after 
Apr. 5 will be re- 
assessed according to 
evolving public health 
notices. 

- Peel Children's Aid's 
(6860 Century Avenue) 
offices will be closed 
until Apr. 3, but agency 
services will remain 
open. Meetings/events 
planned during this pe- 
riod have been post- 
poned. 

For further updates, 
visit peelcas.org. 

- Seva Food Bank's 
two locations 
(Wolfedale and Mal- 
ton) will be appoint- 
ment-only this week, 
while their upcoming 
Mar. 21 Family Volun- 


teer Day event has been 
cancelled. The 2020 
Seva Spark Gala (origi- 
nally scheduled for 
May 1) has been post- 
poned to Friday, Sep. 
18. All scheduled vol- 
unteer appointments 
have been cancelled 
until Apr. 5. 

Meanwhile, several 
major events or festi- 
vals have been resched- 
uled for later dates or 
postponed indefinitely. 

- Arts on the Credit's 
planned Juried Art 
Show in April has been 
rescheduled for June 5 
- 7. For more informa- 
tion and updates, visit 
facebook.com/artson- 
thecredit. 

- The 15th annual 
Credit Valley Conserva- 
tion Gala, previously 
scheduled for Thurs- 
day, May 7, has been 
rescheduled for Thurs- 
day, Oct. 1, from 6-10 
p.m. at the Mississauga 
Convention Centre. 

More _ information 
about the rescheduling 
can be obtained by call- 
ing (416) 728-1358 oth- 
rough email at 
celeste.longhurst@cve. 
ca. 

- The 2020 Heart 
House Hospice Gala, 
originally scheduled for 
Ar. 28, has been 
rescheduled for Friday, 
Oct. 23 at the Missis- 
sauga Convention Cen- 
tre. For further 


updates, visit heart- 
housegala.com. 

- The 26th annual 
Mississauga Arts 
Awards (MARTYs), 
which were previously 
scheduled to be held on 
May 21, will be post- 
poned until a later date 
(TBA). The nomination 
deadline has been ex- 
tended to Monday, May 
11. Guidelines, criteria 
and nomination forms 
can be found online at 
mississaugaartscoun- 
cil.com/the- 
martys/nominate/. 

- The inaugural Mis- 
sissauga Craft Beer 
Festival, which was 
originally scheduled for 
Mar. 27 and 28, has 
been rescheduled to 
Nov. 13 and 14. 

Advance ticket hold- 
ers of the Mar. 27-28 
event will be contacted 
directly for a refund. 
More information can 
be found by visiting 
creativehub1352.ca/cra 
ftbeerfest. 

- Peel Art Gallery, 
Museum & Archives (6 
Wellington Street East) 
will be closed to the 
public until further no- 
tice. Residents looking 
for more information 
can call (905) 791-4055 
or email 
infopama @peelre- 
gion.ca. PAMA Cus- 
tomer Service staff will 
be contacting those 
who purchased tickets 


for March Break events 
and providing refunds. 

- The Sugarbush 
Maple Syrup Festival, 
which was originally 
scheduled for Mar. 14 — 
Apr. 12 at Terra Cotta 
and Island Lake Con- 
servation Areas, has 
been cancelled. Re- 
funds will be given for 
those who purchased 
tickets. For more infor- 
mation or updates, visit 
maplesyrupfest.com. 

- Visual Arts Missis- 
sauga at Riverwood 
(4170 Riverwood Park 
Lane): The main office 
for the organization 
will be closed until fur- 
ther notice, with all 
planned programs ei- 
ther cancelled or post- 
poned. 

The Spring program 
term is_ tentatively 
scheduled to begin on 
Monday, Apr. 13, while 
the annual March 
Members' Show and 
Sale will be postponed 
until June (date TBA). 

- All youth program- 
ming at Youth Activists 
Inc. (30 Martha Street, 
Bolton) will be can- 
celled until at least Apr. 
10. Che's Place Youth 
Centre will be closed 
until Ontario schools 
reopen. 

Keep watching Peel 
Weekly News for addi- 
tional updates as they 
become available. 


Food Banks Canada is 


launching a special $150M 
appeal to help ensure that 
food banks can continue 
their critical work as the 


COVID-19 pandemic 


continues. 


Visit our website to find 
out how you can help. 


Food Banks 
Canada 


Business leaders meet for 
virtual roundtable discussion 


Banques alimentaires 
Canada 


An emergency meet- dance. 
ing was held with Mis- “T understand this is 
sissauga’s Economic avery challenging time 
Development Advisory for our businesses,” 
Board (EDAB) to ex- Crombie said during 
pore possible supports _ the discussion. “I want 
or the local business our city’s business 
community, the cityre- community to know 
vealed Wednesday. that we are here for 


Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie and local council- 
lors, along with the 
city’s Economic Devel- 
opment Office, met vir- 
tually with nearly two 
dozen members of the 
business community to 
discuss the impact of 
COVID-19 on the local 
economy, as well as 
possible solutions to 
this economic chal- 
lenge. 

Leadership from the 
Mississauga Board of 
Trade (MBOT), local 
Business Improvement 
Areas (BIAs) and busi- 
nesses representing 
Mississauga’s key sec- 
tors were in atten- 


you. The sacrifices you 
are making for the 
Brees good of our city 

ave not gone unno- 
ticed.” 

During the round- 
table discussion, busi- 
nesses raised concerns 
about the impact that 
full and partial clo- 
sures will have on their 
long-term sustainabil- 
ity, local and global 
economic impacts, 
human resources im- 
plications and tax pay- 
ment deferral for 
business. Further up- 
dates will be made 
available at  thefu- 
tureisunlimited.ca/cov 
id-19. 


| PDN March 19, 2020_Layout 1 3/19/2020 2:21 AM Page 15 


Mar. 19, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 15 


Sex Selective Abortion: New Bill Courts Controversy 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Abortion is legally 


recognized in 
Canada, and the 
health departments 
of the various 
provincial govern- 
ments also pay for 
it. Women's rights 
advocates call abor- 
tion a fundamental 
right, while the 
‘Liberal left' calls it 
backward thinking 
and the enemy of 
women who resort 
to objectification of 
what they see as ab- 
horrent. 

During every na- 
tional election, 
abortion somehow 
becomes an issue. 
Liberals and NDPs 
often shout that if 
the Conservative 
Party's government 
is formed, a ban on 
abortion may begin. 

The Conservative 
Party is now openly 
promising in every 
election that the 
issue of abortion 
and homosexuality 
will not be touched 
on again by the time 
its government is 
formed. This is just 
what happened in 
the Oct. 2019 elec- 


tions. Opponents 
had found the reli- 
gion of Andrew 
Scheer's Conserva- 
tives very firm that 
in the event of vic- 
tory, the Conserva- 
tives would reopen 
the issue. 

This happened in 


several elections 
when Stephen 
Harper was. the 


leader of the Con- 
servative Party. 

During the Harper 
government, some 
back-benchers were 
trying to introduce a 
private bill on abor- 
tion, but as prime 
minister, Harper 
kept the ideology 
within the party. 

Opposition to 
abortion in the NDP 
and the Liberals has 
remained the same 
and has a solid hold 
of supporters. The 
number of women 
in the supporters of 
these two parties is 
higher than that of 
men. 

In the eyes of the 
Liberal leader and 
Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau, 
abortion is a funda- 
mental right of a 
woman, and it is the 
state's duty to pro- 
vide this facility un- 
conditionally. 

Trudeau has also 
increased Canadian 


support for abortion 
services in poorer 
countries. | When 
U.S. President Don- 
ald Trump stopped 
US funding for 
abortion facilities in 
poor countries, 
Trudeau increased 
Canadian funding to 
end American raids 
and appealed to Eu- 
ropean countries to 
provide more fund- 
ing. 

It is important to 
mention that many 
Christian denomi- 
nations strongly op- 
pose abortion, 
including the largest 
Christian denomi- 
nation, the Catholic 
Church. 

While Liberals, in- 
cluding Trudeau, is 
supportive of un- 
conditional abor- 
tion, and is also 
opposed to ques- 
tioning, there are 
those who favor it 
on medical grounds, 
but they want to ban 
it. 

Some people are of 
the opinion — that 
abortion should be 
punished with a 
‘strict’ time limit, so 
that the procedure is 
illegal after a spe- 
cific period of time 
(16- or 18-weeks 
into the pregnancy) 
is passed. 

In Canada, there is 


a different option 
now about abortion, 
which is directly 
linked to the Pun- 
jabi community. 
The option is to ban 
sex selective abor- 
tion. 

Sex selective abor- 
tion is a major prob- 
lem in North India 
including Punjab, 
which continues de- 
spite the illegality, 
although there has 
been some reduc- 
tion with public 
awareness cam- 
paigns. 

In Canada, uncon- 
ditional abortion in 
favor of 'sexually se- 
lected abortion’ is 
spreading unabated. 
A report published 
in the Canadian 
Medical Journal in 
Jan. 2012  high- 
lighted the fact that 
a section of the In- 
dian community 
(mostly Punjabi) in 
the province of On- 
tario has strong evi- 
dence of 'sexually 
selected abortion’, 
killing girls in preg- 
nancy when a 
mother's first and 
second child are 
girls. It was also said 
that the situation is 
similar in other 
provinces of 
Canada. 

The Medical Jour- 
nal further disclosed 
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in 2016, in the re- 
search paper "Sex 
Ratio at  Break- 
through Abduction", 
that killing girls in 
pregnancy is an op- 
tion because one is 
abortion legal and 
the other is due to 
health care costs. 
For women's 
rights organizations 
and the Liberal 
lobby, abortion is 
the basic (uncondi- 
tional) right of a 
woman to become 
involved in sex-se- 


lective abortion, 
killing women in the 
womb, and _per- 


forming 'gendercide' 
of women, which 
some even women 
call 'genocide'. 

On Feb. 26, Con- 
servative MP Cathay 
Wagantall, who 
hails from 
Saskatchewan's 
Yorkton-Millville 
constituency, intro- 
duced Bill C-233 in 
the House of Com- 
mons, which calls 
for ‘illegal selection 
of sexually selected 
abortion’. 

Wagantall has said 
that a country like 
Canada that op- 
poses gender dis- 
crimination cannot 
tolerate ‘sexually se- 
lected abortion’, and 
that all MPs should 
support this bill. 
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In presenting the 
bill, Wagantall also 
cited a recent sur- 
vey, that states that 
84 per cent of Cana- 
dians oppose 'sex- 
selected abortion’. 

Bill C-233 advo- 
cates for the illegal- 
ization of 
"sex-selected abor- 
tion’, but does not 
demand a complete 
ban on abortion. 

Now, what does it 
mean to be a femi- 
nist and liberal left- 
wing? Under the veil 
of the abhorrent 
right of abortion, in 
favor of killing or 
stopping girls in 
pregnancy? 

The world is not 
two-colored, black 
and white, but 
multi-colored, and it 
is clear that this is a 
complex and multi- 
layered issue. 

"Sex Selective 
Abortion’ is also a 
special challenge for 
several of Canada's 
MPs, as it has roots 
in some Punjabi (in- 
cluding North In- 
dian background) 
residents. 

In the case of 'Sex 
Selective Abortion' 
and the Bill C-233 
seeking to stop it, 
those MPs should 
make up __ their 
minds on the issue. 
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Man under arrest after break-and- Peel’s medical officer picks up 


enters in Mississauga 


A 38 year-old 
male suspect has 
been charged in 
connection with a 
string of break- 
and-enters __ that 
took place in Mis- 
sissauga _ earlier 
this year. 

The incidents all 
occurred between 
Jan. 1-Feb. 11, and 
saw the suspect, 
Shane Elliott, of 
no fixed address, 
accessing twenty 
commercial prop- 
erties in the Ridge- 
way Drive and 


Laird Road area by 


smashing glass 
fronts and door- 
ways to gain entry. 
During each of 
these incidents, 
Elliott targeted 
visible crash regis- 
ters and __ stole 
roughly $15,000 in 
cash and caused 
over $20,000 in 
property damage. 
Investigators 
later executed a 
criminal warrant 
and arrested El- 
liott after an ex- 
haustive and 
thorough investi- 
gation. 


POLICE 


Elliott was 
charged with 20 
counts of break 
and enter, and ap- 
peared in Bramp- 
ton court to 
answer to the 
charges on Mar. 
14. 
Investigators be- 
lieve that Elliott is 
responsible for 
other incidents in 
the area. Anyone 
with any further 
information is 
asked to call inves- 


tigators at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 
1141. 


—— 


top job at provincial agency 


The region’s top 
medical officer has 
a brand new role. 

Dr. Jessica Hop- 
kins, Peel Region’s 
current chief med- 
ical officer, will be 
stepping down 
later this month to 
take on a key role 
at Public Health 
Ontario (PHO). 

The provincial 
agency said last 
week that Hop- 


kins, who worked 
within Peel Public 
Health since 2017, 
will take the reins 
as PHO’s medical 
director of health 
protection on Mar. 
30. 


Hopkins, who 


has acted as the 
“face” of the Re- 
gion through the 
burgeoning coron- 
avirus, made the 
announcement of 


the first cases of 
the virus, which 
has grown to 24 
confirmed cases 
within the region 
as of Mar. 18. 

Dr. Lawrence 
Loh, who _previ- 
ously acted as the 
associate medical 
officer of health in 
the region, will 
take the top spot 
after Hopkins 
leaves the position. 
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RVA is Growing! 


To better serve our clients within the Greater Toronto and 
Hamilton area, Halton Region and Peel Region, RVA has opened 
a new space within Burlington. This office will strengthen 
RVA's presence and offers dedicated space for building closer 
relationships with our western-Ontario based clients. 


Find us at: 


4900 Palladium Way, Suite 200 
Burlington, Ontario L7M OW7 
Tel: 289-348-1234 


Photo © Google Earth 2020 


rvanderson.com 239-348-1234 


—o- 


WEEKLY 
NEWS 


Digital Newspaper| Newspaper 


PDN March 19, 2020 Layout 1 3/19/2020 2:21 AM Page 17 


PEEL 


—e— 


Mar. 19, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | BUSINESS 17 


News BUSINESS 


Examining the Gendered Impacts of COVID-19 


by Andrea Gunraj 


The pandemic 
coronavirus disease, 
or COVID-19, has 
dominated the news. 
Many of us are con- 
templating what we 
can do to reduce 
risks and _ prevent 
transmission, given 
recent estimates that 
30 to 70 per cent of 
people in Canada 
could become _in- 
fected. 

But have we con- 
sidered the gendered 
impacts of coron- 
avirus in Canada? 

Any emergency or 
disaster is experi- 
enced differently by 
different genders, 
and it’s not just a 
matter of biology, in- 
fection rates, and 
severity of illness. 

The gendered ex- 
perience of coron- 
avirus is grounded in 
gender inequalities 
that impact all of us, 
every single day. 
Here are some inter- 
related gendered im- 
pacts we need to 
think about and act 
on. 

1. More caregiving 
and housework: In 
general, __ statistics 
show that women in 
Canada carry more 
unpaid housework 
and caregiving re- 


sponsibilities than 
men, including child 
and elder care. 

With growing 
strain on hospitals 
and health services, 
school closures, and 
more pe ee going 


into _ self-isolation 
and quarantine, 
women will — in- 


evitably have to take 
on increased unpaid 
caregiving needs. 

Consider responsi- 
bilities like cleaning 
and food prepara- 
tion. These needs 
will only intensify 
with coronavirus — 
think about the rig- 
orous cleaning and 
hours of close atten- 
tion that are required 
when someone is se- 
riously ill. 

2. More economic 
stress: As women ab- 
sorb more unpaid 
care responsibilities, 
they may have to sac- 
rifice their incomes. 

Women already ex- 
perience a gender 
pay gap where they 
tend to make less 
than men and are 
more likely to have 
part-time and pre- 
carious jobs. Poverty 
itself is gendered, 
and particularly dif- 
ficult for single 
mothers raising chil- 


dren. Gendered 
poverty and the gen- 
der wage gap com- 
bine to make matters 
worse for those who 
face discrimination 
beyond gender, in- 
cluding —_racialized 
women, Indigenous 
women, and women 
with disabilities. 

These dynamics 
mean that work in- 
terruptions and stop- 
pages due to 
coronavirus, whether 
it’s a result of busi- 
ness problems like 
layoffs or having to 
care for sick loved 
ones, will highly im- 
pact women. 

Of course, lost 
hours translates to 
more economic inse- 
curities for them and 
their children. 

3. More gender- 
based violence: 
There’s powerful re- 
search on how disas- 
ter situations often 
lead to increased 
gender-based _ vio- 
lence. Existing forms 
of violence that 
women, trans and 
non-binary people 
are at high risk of can 
increase, including 
intimate partner 
abuse, sexual assault, 
and emotional 
abuse. Sometimes, 


new forms of gen- 
dered violence can 
emerge too. 

In China, there’s 
been a spike in do- 
mestic violence with 
the imposition of 
coronavirus quaran- 
tines. Canada may 
also track spikes in 
gendered violence as 
the coronavirus situ- 
ation develops. 

4. Less access to 
support services: In- 
creased rates of vio- 
lence have to be 
considered against 
service interruptions 
and closures. Shel- 
ters for women flee- 
ing violence may be 
particularly con- 
cerned about their 
capacity to keep their 
doors open in the 
wake of coronavirus. 

If they’re forced to 
close or scale back, 
women seeking their 
life-saving assistance 
may have to stay in 
dangerous situations 
at home. 

Other services will 
undoubtedly experi- 
ence challenges in 
the coming weeks. 
This includes the 
healthy relationship 
and empowerment 
programs, job train- 
ing programs, and 
poverty reduction 


services we support 
all over Canada. 

The gendered im- 
pacts of coronavirus 
isn’t a “fringe issue”. 

In so many ways, 
diverse women are 
on the frontlines of 
COVID-19 response. 

Think of nurses, 
personal _— support 
workers, migrant 
caregivers, mothers, 
grandmothers, and 
aunts. They are both 
at risk of contracting 
the virus and critical 
to reducing the virus’ 
spread. 

We have to take the 
gendered impacts of 
coronavirus _ seri- 


ously and invest to 
end longstanding 
concerns like gen- 
dered economic 
strain and gender- 
based violence. Ef- 
forts to build a 
gender equal Canada 
are just as important 
as ever, and just as 
critical to our well- 
being and quality of 
life as ever. 

Stay tuned for 
more information on 
the gendered im- 
pacts of coronavirus 
in the words of grass- 
roots service 
providers we support 
all over Canada. 


Local food bank seeks donations amid crisis 


As Peel Region 
grapples with the on- 
going impact of the 
COVID-19 crisis, a 
local food bank is ap- 
pealing to the com- 
munity for support to 
help those in urgent 
need. 

The Mississauga 
Food Bank is seeking 
urgent donations to 
help those who are 
food insecure and 
unable to afford basic 
food and supplies, 
and is asking the 
community to help 
support the endeav- 
our with goods that 
will be distributed on 


an emergency basis. 

The food bank is 
doing everything it 
can to help vulnera- 
ble residents, said its 
executive director, 
Meghan Nicholls. 

“Many neighbours 
have reached out, 
asking for our plan,” 
Nicholls wrote in a 
message to donors on 
Tuesday, in which 
she discussed the on- 
going show of sup- 
port from the 
community. “Tt 
means a lot to know 
that we're all in this 
together.” 

The food bank is 


anticipating needing 
an additional 
$360,000 to meet 
minimum _ service 
needs in the coming 
weeks and months, 
and is asking resi- 
dents who can make 
a donation to do so. 
“When vulnerable 
families can’t afford 
to stock up on food, 
the Food Bank will 
have enough for 
them,” said Nicholls. 
“If some food bank 
locations in Missis- 
sauga are forced to 
close, the Food Bank 
can provide special 
emergency distribu- 


tion right to fami- 
lies.” 

With schools closed 
for three weeks, the 
Food Bank can dis- 
tribute meals and 
snacks to kids who 


usually receive them 
at school or in be- 
fore/after school 
clubs, she continued. 

Residents _inter- 
ested in donating 
funds to support the 


Food Bank and less- 
fortunate residents 
can make a secure 
payment by visiting 
themississaugafood- 
bank.org/covidigdo- 
nate/. 
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Alectra reinforces services, extends precautionary 
measures amid uncertainty 


by Alex Gregory 


Energy _ provider 
Alectra will reinforce 
critical services and 
boost its precaution- 
ary measures during 
the COVID-19 out- 
break, the utility op- 
erator revealed 
earlier this week. 

The company is 
taking steps to sup- 
port its customers 
and protect the pub- 
lic, via offering flexi- 
ble payment terms 
and “keeping the 
lights on’ for —_cus- 
tomers during the 
period of uncer- 
tainty. 

"IT want our cus- 
tomers to know that 
we are focused on 
meeting their needs, 
and the needs of the 
communities we are 
operating in", said 
Alectra president 
and CEO Brian 
Bentz on Monday. 

"We are closely 
monitoring the situ- 
ation as it unfolds 
and will continue to 


take all necessary 
precautionary meas- 
ures to ensure the 
safety of our cus- 
tomers, employees 
and the public." 

Alectra currently 
services more than 
one million homes 
throughout the GTA 
and Greater Golden 
Horseshoe area, and 
said it prepares year- 
round for unex- 
pected impacts to 
services. 

In a statement, the 
company said it has 
initiated detailed 
pandemic plans to 
ensure the health, 
safety and physical 
well-being of cus- 
tomers, employees 
and the public, in- 
cluding the closing 
of payment drop 
boxes, __ restricting 
visitor access to their 
facilities, ensuring 
that their facilities 
are frequently 
cleaned, common 
workplace surfaces 


and areas are disin- 
fected, and_ social 
distancing and work- 
from-home __ proce- 
dures have been put 
in place for employ- 
ees where possible. 
Customers experi- 
encing financial 
hardship as a result 


of the COVID-19 
pandemic will have 
access to several pro- 
grams to help them 
pay their electricity 
bills. 

Customers seeking 
financial assistance 
programs can find 
information at alec- 

“4 If 


WA 


trautilities.com. 

Those concerned 
about a_ possible 
postal service stop- 
page, or would pre- 
fer not to have 
manual handling 
and delivery of bills, 
can also switch to 
paperless billing by 


visiting the Alectra 
account site at myac- 
count.alectrautili- 
ties.com/app/registe 
r.jsp. 

Residents looking 
for additional infor- 
mation by calling 1- 
833-ALECTRA. 


New insulin injection approved for glucose control 


Anew form of in- 
sulin that supports 
optimal mealtime 

lucose control has 

een approved by 
Health Canada, a 
Mississauga-based 
drugmaker has re- 
vealed. 

Novo Nordisk 
Canada Ine. has in- 
dicated that Fiasp, 
an insulin injection, 
has been approved 
by the health agency 
for use by patients 
managing type 1 or 
type 2 diabetes with 
a treatment option 
to support optimal 
mealtime insulin 
control. 

Fiasp can also be 
used in insulin infu- 
sion pumps to im- 


prove glycemic con- 
trol, via the usage of 
10 mL vials. 

The drug was first 
approved by the 
health agency in 
Jan. 2017 for treat- 
ment of adult pa- 
tients, and was seen 
to have been ab- 
sorbed twice as fast 
as conventional in- 
sulin, as evidenced 
in initial tests. 

Diabetes is one of 
the most common 
chronic diseases 
among children and 
youth. Managing di- 
abetes can be chal- 
lenging for parents 
and caregivers given 
it is hard to know ex- 
actly how much or 
how quickly their 


Le 


FlexTouch® 
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children will eat, 
making mealtime in- 
sulin dosing diffi- 
cult. 

Missed meals, ill- 
ness and increased 
physical activity 
without a correspon- 
ding reduction in in- 
sulin or increase in 
carbohydrate con- 
sumption can lead to 
significant diabetes 
management com- 
plications for chil- 
dren, according to 
medical experts. 


"Children _ living 
with diabetes face 
significant chal- 


lenges in managing 
their disease. Just 
being a kid and fac- 
toring common daily 
events like meal- 


time, school, travel, 
activities, play and 
sick days can dra- 
matically impact hy- 
perglycaemia and 
hypoglycaemia," 
said Dr. Karen 
McAssey, Pediatric 
Endocrinologist at 
McMaster Chil- 
dren's Hospital. 

"As a clinician who 
treats pediatric dia- 
betes patients daily, 
it's essential to have 
effective, fast-acting 
mealtime insulin op- 
tions to support op- 
timal disease 
management and 
care," said McAssey. 

Fiasp can now be 
used for continuous 
subcutaneous _in- 
sulin infusion (CSII) 


ae 


Photo Courtesy of Novo Nordisk 


in pump systems 
ieee eee in 
Canada for insulin 
infusion. 

Both CSII and 
multiple daily in- 
sulin injection ther- 


apy are effective 
means of imple- 
menting intensive 
diabetes manage- 


ment with the goal 
of achieving near- 
normal levels of 
blood glucose and 
improved _ lifestyle 
flexibility, the drug- 
maker said in a 
statement. 

"At Novo Nordisk, 
we are continuously 
researching innova- 
tive solutions to im- 
prove diabetes 
management and 
address critical 
unmet needs," said 
Novo Nordisk’s vicce 
president, clinical 
development, med- 
ical and regulatory 
affairs, Vicky Chan. 

"We are pleased to 
offer Fiasp... to the 
pediatric diabetes 
community in 


Canada, allowing for 
choice and conven- 
ience in supporting 
diabetes manage- 
ment goals." 

Low blood sugar is 
the most common 
adverse effect of in- 
sulin products, in- 
cluding Fiasp, the 
drugmaker said. If 
low blood sugar or 
high blood sugar re- 
actions are not 
treated, they can 
cause loss of con- 
sciousness, coma or 
even death. Blood 
sugar levels should 
be monitored for all 
patients with dia- 
betes. 

Novo Nordisk 
Canada ~—_ employs 
about 280 people at 
its head office in 
Mississauga and op- 
erations across 
Canada. The com- 
pany is an affiliate of 
Novo Nordisk A/S, a 
Danish global 
healthcare company 
with 41,700 em- 
ployees in 77 coun- 
tries. 


As the COVID-19 
outbreak continues to 
evolve globally, it re- 
mains important for 
the public to know 
how to protect them- 
selves and know the 


signs. 

Additionally, it is 
important for the 
public to have confi- 
dence that Ontario is 
taking further action 
to ensure the 
province’s health care 
system is positioned 
to continue to safe- 
guard the health and 
well-being of Ontari- 
ans, even as the situa- 
tion develops 
globally. 

In response to the 
ongoing situation, our 
government is taking 
an important step to 
protect Ontarians by 
declaring a provincial 
emergency, establish- 
ing Ontario’s ability to 
quickly respond to 
COVID-19 by limiting 
exposure of individu- 
als. 

Effective immedi- 
ately, the following 
new measures take 
effect: 

- The prohibition of 
organized events of 
50 or more people 

- Mandatory closure 
several locations 
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across Ontario, in- 
cluding facilities pro- 
viding recreational 
programs, libraries, 
private schools, li- 
cenced child care cen- 
tres, bars and 
restaurants (takeout 
and delivery permit- 
ted), theatres, cine- 
mas and_ concert 
venues 

This is in addition to 
the existing closure of 
all publicly-funded 
schools. 

We will continue ac- 
tively working with 
our partners at all lev- 
els in the health care 
system to implement 
additional enhanced 
measures as neces- 
sary to ensure that we 
are prepared to pro- 
tect the health of all 
Ontarians. 

Coronaviruses, 
such as COVID-19, 
are spread mainly 
from person to per- 
son through close 
contact: for example, 
in a household, work- 
place or health care 
centre. 

There are a number 
of everyday actions 
that you can take to 
help prevent the 
spread of germs that 
cause respiratory ill- 
nesses: 


—e- 


- Wash your hands 
often with soap and 
water or  alcohol- 
based hand sanitizer 

- Sneeze and cough 
into your sleeve 

- Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose or 
mouth 

- Avoid contact with 
people who are sick 

- Stay home if you 
are sick 

- Keep surfaces 
clean and disinfected 
to ee revent the 
spread of germs 

- If you are return- 
ing from out-of-coun- 
try travel, self-isolate 
(stay at home with no 
close contact with 
anyone, _ including 
other people in your 
home) for 14 days. 

If you develop 
symptoms, contact 
Telehealth at 1-866- 
797-0000 or contact 
your local public 
health unit. 

As the situation de- 
velops, further guid- 
ance will be made 
available to all Ontar- 
ians. 

In order to keep the 
public informed 
about all available rel- 
evant information, we 
have developed a 
website to provide a 
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Protecting Yourself From COVID-19 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


hub with the most up- 
to-date, accurate in- 
formation available. 

Visit the website at 
Ontario.ca/coron- 
avirus to learn more 
about how _ the 
province continues to 

rotect Ontarians 

rom COVID-19, as 
well as the most accu- 
rate and up-to-date 
information available. 

The website is up- 
dated multiple times 
daily, including the 
number of cases at 
10:30 a.m. and 5:30 
p.m., every day of the 
week. 

Physical social dis- 
tancing remains the 
strong recommenda- 
tion of all public 


health experts, but 
during this time, it is 
especially important 
to check in with 
friends and family by 
phone or over the in- 
ternet. 

Some people, in- 
cluding those most 
vulnerable, may be 
feeling increasingly 
anxious during this 
time, which is why 
maintaining non- 
physical connection 
with loved ones is 
vital. 

Finally, if you de- 
velop symptoms of 
COVID-19, including 
cough, fever, and 
breathing difficulties, 
call Telehealth at 1- 
866-797-0000 or 


contact your local 
public health unit. 

Be sure to mention 
your symptoms and 
travel history, includ- 
ing any countries you 
may have recently 
visited. 

If you need emer- 
gency medical atten- 
tion, you should call 
911 and mention your 
travel history and 
symptoms. 

My constituency of- 
fice staff and I are 
available to answer 
any questions you 
may have by phone at 
1-800-265-1603, 
however we are not 
currently accepting 
in-person visits. 


Royalty collection deferred as Second Cup assesses outbreak impact 


Mississauga-based 
The Second Cup Ltd. 
will defer collectin 
accrued royalties an 
ad fund contribu- 
tions from fran- 
chisees across the 
country in response 
to the COVID-19 out- 
break. 

The move comes as 
the company, which 
operates more than 
250 branches world- 
wide, announced 
measures to support 
the day-to-day oper- 
ations for franchisees 
over the next several 
weeks. 

"Our most impor- 
tant priority remains 
protecting the health 
and wellness of our 
employees, our fran- 
chisee partners and 
our guests," said Sec- 
ond Cup President 
and CEO Steven Pel- 
ton. "We are well 


aware of the signifi- 
cant financial impact 
the COVID-19 out- 
break is having on 
our franchisees 
across the country, 
and are taking addi- 
tional action to sup- 
port their day-to-day 
operations - and 
their livelihoods. To- 
gether with our fran- 
chisees, we are also 
calling on landlords, 
financial institutions, 
governments and our 
network of suppliers 
to do their part to 
show flexibility dur- 
ing this incredibly 


challenging time." 
In a statement, the 
company  said_it 


would defer collect- 
ing accrued royalties 
that would normally 
be paid by fran- 
chisees for the Feb. 
23 - Mar. 21 period, 
which would have 


come due on Mar. 31, 
as the company con- 
tinues to assess the 
impact of _ the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Additionally, the 
company said _ it 
would support con- 
versations on behalf 
of its franchisees 
with landlords and fi- 
nancial institutions 
to request deferrals 
of rent or loan repay- 
ments, and work 
with suppliers to 
arrange deferred 
payment terms to 
provide franchisees 
with additional flexi- 
bility to manage cash 
and payroll. 
Additionally, Sec- 
ond Cup announced 
Tuesday that its 
Canadian locations 
would offer take-out, 
delivery and drive- 
thru service only, ef- 
fective immediately. 


by Vidya Gopaul 
In this week’s 
column, I would 
like to begin with 
a very special and 
powerful quote 
from a_ divine 
prophet, who said 
the following 
quote in His Holy 
Book Gleanings, 
from the Writings 
of Baha'u'llah. 
"For the tongue 
is a smouldering 
fire, and excess of 
speech a deadly 
poison. Material 
fire consumeth 
the body, whereas 
the fire of the 
tongue devoureth 
both heart and 
soul. The force of 
the former lasteth 
but for a time, 
whilst the effects 
of the latter en- 
dureth a century.” 
I believe what 
people say and 
how they behave 
have a much 
greater impact on 
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the mental health 
and healing to- 
wards others. 

It has been said, 
more often than 
not, that, "I can- 
not change the be- 
haviour of others, 
but I can change 
myself to make 
happy." 

That is very true 
to a certain extent, 
because one can- 
not change oneself 
every time one 
meets an individ- 
ual. 

A relationship is 
a two way street. 
It works’ both 
ways. Hence, one 
has to be good, re- 
spectful and cour- 
teous to the other 
- and vice versa. 

Remember that 
a word coming out 
of your mouth can 
never be taken 
back, just as the 
toothpaste once 
squeezed cannot 


—e— 


be put back into 
the tube or the 
arrow is released 
from the bow can- 
not come back 
once released, or 
once the bullet is 
released from a 
gun, it cannot be 
put back in... the 
metaphors are 
endless. 

We have to be 
very careful as to 
what we say to 
others. 

We must think 
twice before we 
speak. As that old 
saying goes in car- 
pentry, "Measure 


twice and cut 
once." 
As the above 


quote says, a fire 
can only consume 
a body, but the 
fiery words that 
come out of our 
mouth can destroy 
the body and soul. 

Moreover, a 
physical pain is 


Mar. 19, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | BUSINESS 20 


Mental Healing - Practicing Kind Behaviour 


temporary, 
whereas the pain 
caused by the ill 
will and_ harsh 
words can last for- 
ever. 

Having said that, 
it is very appropri- 
ate to conclude 
that we should 
think of each 
other's mental 
health before say- 
ing any words. 
Not only will it 
help the mental 
healing of others, 
but it will also 
help oneself cen- 
ter their state of 
mind. How many 
times we have said 
to ourselves, "I 
wish I had not 
said that..." 

Just look around 
us. How many 
times have we 
have read in the 
news that some- 
one has commit- 
ted suicide 
because he or she 


has been bullied 
either at school, 
work or even 
among relatives? 
Those instances of 


bullying have 
been mostly ver- 
bal abuse. 


I just read in the 
news that a beau- 
tiful female doctor 
in India had taken 
her own life be- 
cause she was ver- 
bally bullied at 
work by her co- 
workers because 
she was from a 
low caste family. 

Verbal abuse has 
become the norm 
in American poli- 
tics these days. 
Just look at the 
examples - Trump 
versus Meghan 
McCain, Nancy 
Pelosi and James 
Comey, to name a 
few. It is interest- 
ing to note that in 
North America 
that after some- 


one verbally 
abuses a person, 
all he or she has to 
do is to say, "I am 


sorry. I  apolo- 
gize," and that in 
itself seems to 


make them think 
the impact of ver- 
bal abuse will go 
away. But he or 
she does not re- 
alise the lingering 
affects it has on 
the victim's men- 
tal health. 

In my opinion, 
mental health and 
healing is a very 
important subject 
in our lives and 
has to be taken 
very seriously. 

One of the best 
ways to improve 
one's and other's 
mental health and 
healing is to make 
sure every word 
that comes out 
our mouth is as 
sweet as honey. 
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History Making Cancellations Affect Sports 
Industry in Peel Region 


by David Robinson 


The cancellation 
of sporting events 
around the globe in 
light of the spread 
of the COVID-19 
Coronavirus are 
being realized right 
here in Peel Region, 
as the Mississauga 
Steelheads and the 
Brampton Beast 
both announced last 
week that they have 
put their season on 
pause as they take 
direction from their 
respective leagues, 


those being the 
Canadian Hockey 
League (CHL) and 


the East Coast 
Hockey League 
(ECHL). 

On Mar. 12, the 


CHL and its three 
regional leagues, in- 
cluding the Ontario 
Hockey League, said 
in a joint statement 
that they “take the 
health and safety of 
our players, fans, 
volunteers, _ staff, 
and general public 


very seriously,” and 
that the decision to 
end the 2019-20 
season prematurely 
came after consulta- 
tions with medical 
professionals and 
meetings with exec- 
utives. 

Following suit, the 
ECHL announced 
on Mar. 15 that it 
had made the deci- 
sion to end the sea- 


son after “each 
passing day (raised) 
additional con- 


cerns,” according to 
its commissioner. 
“The decision by 
the ECHL to cancel 
the remainder of the 


2019-20 Season 
does not come 
lightly,” said 


ECHL’s Ryan Cre- 
lin. “This is an emo- 
tional time for our 
players, coaches, 
member teams, fans 
and staff... as we 
take precautionary 
Measures in con- 
junction with our 


Executives from the 
Brampton Beast speak 
during a team event. 
(PWN File Photo /CAA™ 


Centre) f 


’ an 


local _—_ authorities 
across the continent 
to prevent the 
spread of the coron- 
avirus, it has be- 
come apparent that 
this is the prudent 
decision. 

Crelin said that 
the league would 
make preparations 
for the 2020/21 sea- 
son during the 
downtime. 

Brampton Beast’s 
president and gen- 
eral manager, Cary 
Kaplan put it all I 
perspective last 
week when he spoke 
with Peel Weekly 
News. 

“It is very disap- 
pointing for our 
Beast fans, staff, 
coaches, players 
and owners,” said 
Kaplan. “However, 
the situation is far 
bigger than us, and 
we pray for the 
health and safety of 
everyone in these 
unprecedented 
times.” 

The sporting 
leagues and event 
organizers around 
the world are taking 
the right course of 
action by canceling 


or postponing in 
order to help stop 
the spread of the 
virus. 

We suspect that 
we will see even 
more of these an- 
nouncements in the 
coming days, and 
this virus will be the 
top. story in the 
media until we see it 
run its course. 

We are _ already 
seeing the infection 
rate in China to be 
dropping steadily, 
which is a good sign 
and is most likely 
what we can expect 
to happen in other 
infected countries. 

For the immediate 
future and until the 
health authorities 
give us the all clear 
signal, we must all 
take prudent pre- 
cautions to protect 
ourselves with ap- 
propriate action. 

We will continue 
to monitor the situ- 
ation and provide 
updated new infor- 
mation as it be- 
comes available to 
us. Keep watching 
Peel Weekly news 
for further updates. 


Steelheads games set to be rescheduled 


The Mississauga 
Steelheads have an- 
nounced that, after 
the Ontario Hockey 
League announced 
last week that the 
2019-20 season had 
been suspended due 
to growing concerns 
surrounding the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic, they will look 
to reschedule games 
once the situation 
passes. 

The team made the 
statement on their 
website on Friday, 
and said fans should 
hold on to their tick- 


ets for the time 
being. 

“At this time, we 
are hopeful that the 
season will resume at 
some point in the 
near future,” said a 
team representative. 
“We are encouraging 
all fans to keep their 
tickets to the post- 
poned games as they 
will be valid should 
games be resched- 
uled. Rest assured 
knowing that the 
Steelheads will work 
with FINatics Mem- 
bers, flex ticket hold- 
ers and group buyers 


as the situation de- 
velops and_ share 
more information as 
it becomes  avail- 
able.” 

Further updates 
and clarifications 
will be provided to 
ticket holders when 
available, and fans 
are urged to continue 
following public 
health regulations. 

Fans interested in 
receiving more infor- 
mation about the 
ticket policy are 
asked to call the 
Steelheads at (905) 
502-7788. 
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Peel Police Helping Youth Score a Touchdown 


Peel Regional Po- 
lice and the Toronto 
Argonauts have part- 
nered on a collabora- 
tion on a program 
that motivates at- 
risk youth to achieve 
new levels of success. 

Life for at-risk 
youth is like a foot- 
ball team making its 
way down the field. 


They will experience 
obstacles and _ set- 
backs as they work 
towards the “end 
zone”, which is 
where their goals in 
life await. 

Reaching those 
goals, like scoring a 
touchdown, requires 
hard work, determi- 
nation, and making 


good decisions along 
the way. 

The Touchdown 
Program is a product 
of a shared commit- 
ment by Police Chief 
Nishan Duraiappah 
and Argos GM 
Michael “Pinball” 
Clemons to help 
youth in our commu- 
nity. 


The Touchdown 
Program brings 
Argos players to- 


gether with young 
people to provide 
critical guidance and 
positive messaging 
through their lived 
experiences. 

By hearing stories 
straight from sports 
role models, kids will 
learn how hard work 
and determination 
can help them to 
achieve their goals 
and reduce the risks 
of falling into bad 
company and crimi- 
nal activity. 

This year, Argos 
stars Llevi Noel and 
Kurleigh Gittens Jr. 
are ambassadors for 
the program. 

The Players will 
partner with a Com- 
munity Mobilization 
Officer who is re- 
sponsible for identi- 
fying issues in the 
neighbourhoods they 
patrol. 

The player and offi- 
cer will work to- 
gether to develop 
strategies and attend 
events where they 
will share their lived 
experiences about 
overcoming —chal- 
lenges and how liv- 


ing positive lifestyles 
and making good 
choices has helped 
them achieve their 
goals. 

“I’m pleased to an- 
nounce this partner- 
ship between the 
Toronto Argonauts 
and Peel Regional 
Police. I’m especially 
thrilled to be work- 
ing with my good 
friend, the legendary 
Mike “Pinball” 
Clemons to proac- 
tively develop our re- 
lationship with the 
youth of Peel Region 
to help them reach 
levels of success they 
may not think possi- 
ble,” said Duraiap- 

ah. 

“This is addition, 
not subtraction. 
There is nothing that 
can take the place of 
parents in a child’s 
life,” said Argonauts 
GM Michael “Pin- 
ball” Clemons. 
“However, my lived 
experiences not only 
included my hero, 
my mom, but also 
police officers who 
were my coaches in 
football from age 
eight to high school. 
These thoughtful 
partners and many 


more were all essen- 
tial components of 
my path to success. 
Many of our players 
have a similar lived 
experience and as 
pro football heroes 
they are putting their 
hearts in the huddle 
to help unite com- 
munity, not only of- 
fering mentorship 
but also providing 
their own life experi- 
ences,” continued 
Clemons. 

“Connecting our 
Argo players along- 
side police to sup- 
port, celebrate and 
encourage youth to 
experience more, 
dream more and do 
more then they ever 
thought __ possible. 
Thank you to the 
Peel Regional Police 
and my great friend 
Chief Duraiappah for 
this collaboration, it 
can only add up to 
success.” 

To find more infor- 
mation on_ other 
ways Peel Regional 
Police supports and 
engages the youth of 
our region, visit 
peelpolice.ca/en/in- 
the-community/en- 
gaging-our-youth.as 
px. 


Local league recognizes stars at award dinner 


Awards of recogni- 
tion were handed out 
to players in the 
North Dufferin Base- 
ball League on Mar. 
8 


The annual awards 
event and lunch was 
held at the Lisle Le- 
gion with the presen- 
tation of individual 
and team awards 
from the 2019 sea- 
son. 

Team awards went 
to the Bolton Brew- 
ers for first place in 
the east division 
while the Ivy Leafs 
finished first in the 
west division. Both 
teams ended the reg- 
ular season with a 
20-5 win-loss record 
for 40 points. 

The Ivy Blues fin- 
ished first with 27 
points with a 13-2-1 
record in the junior 
division. 

Tristan Cabral of 


the Clearview Orioles 
took home his first 
best batter title with 
a .484 average dur- 
ing the year. 

Bolton Brewers’ 
Mike Wallace won 
the best on base per- 
centage with a .659 
average and also 
took home the most 
runs award with 38. 
Teammate Carter 
Burnside was named 
the league's best 
catcher. 

Midland Mariners' 
Jeff Shilling hit eight 
home runs for the 
season taking top 


spot. 

The Tom Anderson 
Memorial Award for 
the most sportsman- 
like player was pre- 
sented for the first 
time since the name 
of the award was 
changed to recognize 
Anderson, who died 
in 2018. Ron Di- 


Palma of the Bolton 
Dodgers won the 
title. 

Brandon Norrie of 
the New Lowell 
Knights was named 
the most valuable 
player. 

Peter Kinghan of 
New Lowell and 
Mike Wallace of the 
Bolton Brewers tied 
for coach of the year. 

The top pitcher 
award went to Brad 
Grieveson of the Ivy 
Leafs. Grieveson has 
been named_ top 
pitcher 12 times, 
with his first in 
2000. 

In the junior divi- 
sion, Brendan Lovell 
of Ivy Blues won the 
best batter title with 
a .477 average, while 
teammate Charlie 
Jeans had the top on 
base percentage at 
.652. 

Another Ivy player, 


Domenico Morea 
had the most home 
runs at two and 
Mitch Tucker, also of 
Ivy, picked up his 
second straight win 
with the most runs 
scored at 19. 
Matthew Haire of 
the Orangeville 
Rockies won his first 
top pitcher award. 
The most sports- 
manlike player 


award went to Ian 
Leggault of the Oril- 
lia Royals. Leggault 
and Ivy's Ryan Barr 
shared the most 
valuable player 
award. 

The league also 
hosted the first meet- 
ing of the year after 
the awards presenta- 
tion. 

The senior division 
has dropped to 12 


«> CS 


teams from 14 with 
the loss of Or- 
angeville from a sus- 
pension last year and 
a leave of absence 
from the Alliston 
Athletics. 

The junior division 
will feature five 
teams, with a new 
addition from 
Creemore. Teams 
will meet in April to 
finalize the schedule. 


° 
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Please plan to join us to celebrate Earth Day. 


9:00 a.m. -— 12:00 p.m. 


Flagship Event 

280 Angelene St (Ward 1) 
Exhibitors, Media 
Opening Remarks at 10:00 a.m. 


Partner-Led Events 
830 Paisley Blvd West (Ward 7) 
3805 Doug Leavens Blvd (Ward 10) 
3055 Victory Crescent (Ward 5) 


More details to follow. Please confirm your 
attendance by by emailing: 


34 MISSISSAUGA 


